



















































THE HERALD OF 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


ESTABLISHED 1808 


Alva Martin Kerr, Editor :::: Genoa M. Wheatley, Editorial Assistant 


{Entered at the Post Office in Dayton, Ohio, 
special postage provided for in Section 1103, 


Rate: The weekly edition, 
Number, is Two Dollars per year, payabl 
published monthly and co n 
d The Journal of Christian Education, may 
be subscribed for separately at One Dollar per year. 


Magazine Number, 
tian Missionary an 


as second-class matter. 


Acceptance for mailing at 
Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 8, 1918.] 


including the Monthly Magazine 
e in advance. The 
mbining The Chris- 


Published Weekly by The Christian Publishing Association 


DAYTON, OHIO 





Volume 120 


Square Folding 


November 29, 1928 


Number 48 


Sunday School Class Table 


Design Patent Applied For 


EASILY PORTABLE, WEIGHT UNCRATED 60 LBS. 
The Most Practical Class Table Ever Put on the Market 





40x54 


17x23 inches. 


No. 18 


inches—with one side open—23%x24 
inches, the top 15 inches wide on two sides, 
and 21 inches wide in front with large drawer 
Made in 26-inch height only. 










The top is made of Three Ply Veneered Oak built up—in golden 
finish. The legs are unusually strong, being held in place when open 
or closed by strong ash spring. Each leg folds into the recess of the 


table. The oak sides of the table are extended so as to come up flush 
with the Veneered Top thus protecting the edges cf the Veneered Top. 
Price, $22.00. Delivery extra 


Order of 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 


219 8. Ludlow Street 





ASSOCIATION 


DAYTON, OHIO 





GOSPEL LIBERTY (15) 1119 


Deaths 


Mrs. R. Anna Shelden-Swetland was born 
in Morrow Co., Ohio, seventy-eight years 
ago this month and died suddenly, Novem- 
ber 7, at her resiuence in Sparta, O. When 
a young girl she was converted and 
joined the Sparta Christian church, of 
which she was a loyal and _ consecrated 
member until her death. Five children 
were born to her first marriage of whom 
Mrs. J. P. Watson and Alba Shelden sur- 
vive. After the death of her first husband 
Mrs. Shelden lived a widow many years 
and was very active in the W. C. T. U. 
work. She was busy also in the Mt. Ver- 
non Christian Conference, promoting the 
organization of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Mission Board of which she was 
president for many years. She has been a 
regular ordained minister of the Mt. Ver- 
non Christian Conference but never served 
any church as a regular pastor. She was 
always a welcome speaker in any church 
of the conference. A few years ago she 
was married to Warren Swetland and they 
lived happily together until he died two 
years ago. On the second Friday in Oct- 
ber she addressed the “booster” meeting 
of the Mission Board at Centerburg, in a 
very able way. She will be very much 
missed by the W. C. T. U. and church as 
well as by many neighbors and friends. 
The funeral was held from the Sparta M. 
E. Church, Rev. Dunning officiating. It 
was well said of her on the day of her 
funeral “She hath done what she could.”— 
R. H. Long, Centerburg, Ohio. 


On Tuesday morning, October 23, the 
community was saddened by the death of 
Mrs. Hannah B. Crosby, aged 85 years, 
widow of the late Ora O. Crosby. Mrs. 
Crosby was born in Thorndike, Maine, 
the daughter of Samuel M. and Christiana 
J. Tilton. In the spring of 1874 she mar- 
ried Mr. Crosby, and since that time she 
has lived in Albion in the house where 
she died. Mr. Crosby passed away 22 
years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Crosby had one 
son, Charles E. Crosby, of Waterville, 
who is employed in the U. S. Mail service. 
Mr. and Mrs. Crosby also brought up two 
girls, one of whom, Mrs. Pearl Bickmore, 
now a widow, lived with Mrs. Crosby on 
the farm. She has three children. The 
other girl is now Mrs. William Smith of 
Searsport, Me. Both Mrs. Bickmore and 
Mrs. Smith were with Mrs. Crosby when 
she passed away. Mrs. Crosby leaves one 
brother, Edward Tilton of Boston. Mrs, 
Crosby has been a person of good health 
until a few weeks ago. She kept her bed 
but a few days, a part of which she suf- 
fered considerable pain. Her mind was 
clear to the end, and she often expressed 
a desire to go. Her last attendance at 
church services was October 16. Mrs. 
Crosby was an active, devoted member of 
the Albion Christian church, and loyal 
to all its different branches of service 
and its outside interests. She was a char- 
ter member of Albion Grange, and also 
a member of the Albion Sunshine Society 
to which organization she gave the same 
faithfulness that characterized all her 
work. She will be greatly missed in all 
her associations, especially home and 
church, but her silent influence will be 
felt, while we look forward to a never- 
ending reunion beyond pain and care. The 
funeral services were Thursday, October 
25, from the home. Rev. F. R. Champlin, 
the officiating minister, spoke fittingly 
frcem II Timothy, Chap. IV, 7, 8 Mr. 
Champlin also sang a beautiful and appro- 
priate solo, “Face to Face.” Flowers from 
relatives, friends, and organizations, cov- 
ered and surrounded the casket,—silent, 
but expressive tributes.—Correspondent, 
Albion, Maine. 
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Churches Everywhere Make Money With the Messenger 


Scripture Text Calendar 
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Because—it is a highly artistic production—the most 
complete sacred calendar published. 

Every head of a home, every member of a family 
recognizes the importance of a daily Christian in- 
fluence in the home such as the Messenger Scripture 
Text Calendar imparts. 

It includes scriptural quotations for each day and 
Sunday-school references for each week. 

The public in general, introduced to Messenger 
Scripture Text Calendars through national advertis- 
ing in leading magazines, has learned to recognize 
the Messenger copyright as the symbol, not only of 
the finest type of sacred calendar but also as the 
most useful and practical of any calendar for the 


home. 
Earnings Unlimited! 


$25 to $500 quickly raised in a dignified and 
ethical manner for yourself or Church. 

Not only earning, but spreading the Gospel in a 
truly Christian way. No influence in a home could 
do more for the Kingdom of God than one of these 
Messenger Scripture Text Calendars, a constant re- 
minder, a constant inspiration. 


Selling Plans Furnished 


We tell you how to make sales—how to reach 
every home in your community with this beautiful 
calendar and at the same time earn a substantial 
profit. We furnish plans for the Sunday-school 
Class, Ladies’ Aid, Young People’s Society, as well 
as other organizations or individuals. 


Start At Once! 


The demand for Scripture Text Calendars is con- 
stantly increasing which makes it imperative that 
you place your order early to insure getting the 
quantity you will require. Your best sales will be 
made before Christmas so estimate your needs and 
ORDER NOW. 


Appropriate Christmas Gift 
What would be more appreciated as a Christmas 
remembrance than a Messenger Scripture Text Cal- 
endar—a collection of World’s famous Sacred paint- 


ings as well as a religious calendar that will be en- 
joyed for a full 365 days? 


Special Prices to Churches and Agents 


Profits are easily earned with these greatly im- 
proved Scripture Text Calendars which practically 


sell on sight. 
Cost Sell For Profit 
$30.00 $13.00 
60.00 28.00 
75.00 35.00 
90.00 45.00 


Prices slightly higher in Canada. 


Small quantities may be purchased for gift purposes: 
Single copies, 30c; 5, $1.40; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 
50, $9.00. Prices slightly higher in Canada. 
The Christian Publishing Association 
219 S. Ludlow Street Dayton, Ohio 
Use This Coupon — ORDER NOW 
Gentlemen: 


Kindly ship at once Scripture Text Art 
Calendars. Enclosed please find remittance in 








Ship to 
Address 
City 
Church Officer 


Terms: Cash with order unl i 
a nless signed by C. 
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A. Statement and a Challenge 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE, 


The Statement 


T the annual meeting of the General Board of the 
A Christian Church in October the matter of the 
future of The Herald of Gospel Liberty was fully 
and frankly faced. For seven hours the fifty members of 
the General Board representing all sections of our church 
wrestled with the problem of (1) How to overcome the 
appalling deficit of eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000.00) 
of last year which was presented by The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association to the Board, and (2) The critical ill- 
ness of our beloved editor, Alva Martin Kerr, which made 
it impossible for the Board or any of its members to con- 
fer with him regarding the future. 

The final decision of the Board was to take over The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty from The Christian Publishing 
Association, through a Publications Merger Committee of 
the General Board and assume full editorial and financial 
responsibility for its publication and circulation and its 
profits or losses, placing the resources of the several de- 
partments of the church behind the paper to the extent 
of five percent of the receipts for current expenses of the 
several departments and placing the burden of continuing 
The Herald on editors without salary for this service. 

The following editors were named by the General Board 
to conduct The Herald for the coming year: Rev. Alva 
Martin Kerr. Editor, with the understanding that he be 
relieved of all details of the managing and make up of 
the paper aside from his editorials and “Trend of Events”. 

Associate Editors: W. P. Minton, W. A. Harper. 

Special Editors: F. G. Coffin, A. W. Sparks, 
Howsare, W. H. Denison. 

Managing Editor: To be selected from the headquarters 
staff, nominated by the Executive Board of the General 
Convention and elected by the C. P. A. Board. 

Editorial Assistant: Miss Genoa M. Wheatley. 

It was further voted by the General Board that the fol- 
lowing should be the background of the editorial work: 


McD. 


It is understood that under this arrangement that 
all the above editors are now employed in other de- 
partments in the service of the Christian Church on 
salary, except Dr. Kerr and Miss Wheatley, and that 
all of the above with these two exceptions shall serve 
without additional salary and that the salary of Dr. 
Kerr shall be fixed by a special committee composed 
of the President of the General Convention, the 
President of the Christian Publishing Association, 
and Dr. O. S. Thomas in conference with Dr. Kerr 
as soon as he is able to conter with them and the 
arrangement for the salary of Miss Wheatley shall 
be made by the Managing Editor in conference with 
the Merger Committee. 

At the close of the meeting of the General Board the 
Executive Committee of the General Convention met and 
nominated Hermon Eldredge as Managing Editor and in 
conformity with the action of the General Board this 
nomination was sent to the Board of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association and Mr. Eldredge was elected as Man- 
aging Editor of The Herald beginning January 1, 1929. 

Only three weeks after the adjournment of the General 
Board Dr. Alva Martin Kerr was called to the Great Be- 
yond and The Christian Publishing Association through 
its president and general manager petitioned the Publi- 
cations Merger Committee to assume charge of The Herald 
at once instead of beginning January 1 as planned previ- 
ous to the death of Dr. Kerr and the breakdown of his 
editorial assistant, who was compelled under doctor’s 
orders to take a complete rest at once. 

The situation was critical, and the committee requested 
Dr. W. P. Minton to assume charge of the paper for the 
month of November and for the December Magazine Num- 
ber; Mr. Eldredge to assume control from that time. 

Thus, the editorial and business departments of The 
Herald together with its full management have been 
placed in the hands of volunteers without additional salary 
for their work and with arrangements for printing and 
promoting which it is hoped will eliminate the large deficit 
and save The Herald to the church and the Kingdom. 


WHAT WILL YOU 


MANAGING EDITOR, THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The Challenge 


HALL The Herald of Gospel Liberty be lost? Shall 
S it be an asset or a liability to the church? A loss of 

$18,000 a year means a loss of fifty dollars a day 
and no concern can stand that. Can we overcome it? The 
answer is, yes, 

One of our conferences answers the challenge by giving 
a fund of $2,200 in its possession that The Herald may 
be established on a sound foundation. 

Another conference agrees to raise three hundred sub- 
scriptions to The Herald within three weeks. Five Young 
People’s Congresses are accepting a goal for Herald sub- 
scribers. 

A good layman wires that he will give $1,000 and more 
if needed to establish The Herald on a sound footing. 
Other laymen will do likewise. 

The secretaries of the Departments agree to give their 
time without salary to save $3,000 which formerly had to 
be paid during the year for oversight of The Herald. 

We hoped to be ready at this time to name two of the 
most capable writers in our ministry who have practically 
agreed to do editorial work every week for the year with- 
out salary and with only expenses paid that The Herald 
might “carry on”. 

This all shows a love for the old Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty, and the challenge is on to every conference and every 


.»Ziver and every member who can subscribe to The Herald 


to send in that subscription and if your subscription has 
not expired, just send it in anyway to save expense in get- 
ting your renewal and to show your good will in the new 
venture. 

Sunday-schools should order the Magazine Number for 
their teachers and officers if they want to help along. 

Missionary Societies should send in their subscriptions 
It all helps and let’s make this a real revival 
of interest in which the conference which gives $2,200 and 
the man who gives $1,000 and the men and women and 
the young people who send in their subscriptions all feel 
that they are doing theis bit with the editors who are 
giving their time ($3,000 worth of it) that the thing 
might go and we come up to The Herald’s 121st birthday 
on September 1, 1929, and have 10,000 magazine sub- 
scribers and 5,000 weekly subscribers and we will be “over 
the top” and rejoicing on our way. Can’t you see it com- 
ing? I can. Get in on it today by sending in a thous- 
and dollars or one subscription or any way between. 

Some do not take the weekly and they miss much. This 
last month they have missed the two weekly editions 
which told of Dr, Kerr’s death and the wonderful funeral, 
with the messages of those who came from near and far 
to pay tribute to the worth of one whom they esteemed a 
great friend. Others who could not come wrote and:wired 
and two editions of The Herald were almost filled with 
tributes from the world to our fallen leader. 

In order that all our readers may have something of a 
last touch with that noble life, we have taken four pages 
from the November 15th number and bound them in the 
center of this magazine. 

If you would build a monument to Alva Martin Kerr 
and he could have anything to say as to what should be 
the nature of that monument, he would say: “Build a 
greater Herald of Gospel Liberty.” I am sure he would 
say with another great soul that: 


and clu bs. 


“Words are the daughters of men but 
Deeds are the sons of God.” 


The tributes of words wane and die, but the deeds of 
men live on. Let us build a greater Herald as a memorial 
to the sacrificial life of our fallen leader that he may be- 
come victorious on earth in death as he is victorious over 
there in eternal life. 

Our great editor has gone. He has fought the good 
fight. He has kept the faith. He has finished the course 
and is crowned in glory. Let us remember him not just 
by things we say, but by things we do. 

What will your conference—your church—your Sunday- 
school—your missionary society do? 


DO? 
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The New Herald Plan 


Your special attention is called to “A Statement and a 
Challenge” on the opposite page. After a careful and 
prayerful reading of this, you are asked prayerfully to ask 
yourself if you have any responsibilities in connection with 
The Herald as your church paper. We confidently look for 
an enthusiastic response from this challenge to our people, 
and the basis of our hope is the way the people are already 
beginning to respond. Will you work your corner while] we 
work ours? 








BEGINNING with January, the 
Magazine Number of The Her- 
ald will be issued earlier in order 
that it may reach every subscriber 
before the first of the month. An- 
other change which will be made 
to accommodate our Sunday-school 
teachers and officers will be to 
print the Sunday-school lesson com- 
ments in the current issue instead 
of one month ahead as we have 
been doing; and because we are 
now one month ahead, we omit 
these lessons in this-December is- 
sue and the January Magazine 
Number will carry the January 
lessons; and that will be the order 
in the following months. Also, at 
the request of many, we will print 
the Scripture passages with the 
lessons. In short, we plan to have 
the monthly issue right up to date 
and in your hands before the first 
of the month with the current les- 
sons for the month before you. 


We want to call special attention 
to the announcement in this issue 
concerning the plan for the Christ- 
mas Offering. After careful con- 
sideration, the General Board voted 
to request the churches and Sun- 
day-schools to make an offering 
this year that could be used to as- 
sist every phase of our denomina- 
tional life. Every indication points 
to the fact that this will be our 
greatest year. We hope it will be 
a fitting climax to our more than a 
hundred years of emphasis on 
Christian unity, and the Christmas 
Offering is designed to be the be- 
ginning of this wonderful year. No 
finer thing can be set before your 
school or church at this Christmas 
time than the sharing of its Christ- 
mas with all for whom our church 
is responsible at home and abroad. 


We want to call the attention of 
our readers to the fact that this 
Magazine Number of The Herald 
carries the annual reports of the 
various departments of our church. 
Because of this fact, you should 
preserve your copy for reference 
throughout the year. All of the 
reports have been gathered togeth- 
er in the back of the paper and 
you will find them beginning on 
page thirty-five. 


We hope our readers will like the 
cover page of this issue which 
speaks for itself. Swrely no one 
could gaze upon this beautiful 
home scene of the Christmas time 
without wanting to share his own 
Christmas with the children of the 
world, 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. E. G. Walk changes his address 
from Sulphur Springs, Indiana, to Rural 
Route 5, Muncie, Indiana. 


Mr. Hermon Eldredge has been elected 
by the Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral Convention to fill the unexpired 
term of the late Dr. Alva M. Kerr on 
the Commission on Christian Unity. 

The Mt. Zion Church, Northwestern 
Ohio Conference, Rev. Carey Christy 
pastor, has completed its remodeling 
program and held a rededicatory service 
December 2. Former pastors and friends 
were invited for the occasion. 


Rev. J. J. Beisiegel, who conducted the 
singing in a two weeks’ series of evan- 
gelistic services recently held at Hollans- 
burg, Ohio, Church, Rev. M. C. Wiseley 
pastor, reports a general awakening in 
the church and seventeen new members 
added to the roll. 


Rev. C. G. Nelson, Red Cloud, Nebras- 
ka, is enthusiastic about a Stewardship 
Reading Contest held in his church. Five 
thousand credits were earned in the first 
two weeks of the contest. The interest 
nearly doubled the second week and more 
literature was called for than the church 
could supply. 

Rev. W. A. McClain, one of our oldest 
ministers, writes that since the recent 
death of Mrs. McClain he is making his 
home with his daughter and may be ad- 
dressed at R. R. 1, Culver, Kansas, in- 
stead of Lincoln, Kansas. We sympa- 
thize with him in his loneliness, but re- 
joice in his great faith. 

The Gulph Mills Church, New Jersey 
Conference, Rev. M. W. Butler pastor, 
just recently closed a very _ successful 
week of evangelistic services culminating 
on Sunday, November 25, with the con- 
secration of three children and the re- 
ception of seven into the membership of 
the church on profession of faith. 

A CORRECTION: The attention of Sun- 
day-school superintendents and _ secre- 
taries, and any who have charge of or- 
dering Sunday-school supplies, is called 
to a mistake on the order blanks for this 
coming quarter. The price of the Scrip- 
ture Cards remains the same—four cents 
per quarter—not twenty cents, as print- 
ed on the blanks. 


A unique honor has come to Chaplain 
H. E. Rountree of the United States 
Ship Utah. His ship has been selected 
as one of those sent to Buenos Aires to 
meet President-elect Hoover and his par- 
ty on the east coast. Brother Rountree 
will preach four times before Mr. Hoover 
on this trip. Chaplain Rountree is a 
busy man, as beside caring for the spir- 
itual needs of the sailors on the ship, he 
prepares a weekly Prayer Page for The 
Christian Sun, and has recently written 


a series of articles for The Sunday 
School Herald. It is to be hoped that he 
may be prevailed upon to send us an ac- 
count of this latest trip, with the Pres- 
ident-elect. 

Mrs. F. E. Bullock was the visiting 
speaker at the thank-offering service held 
by the women’s missionary society of the 
Versailles Church, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, on November 25; and she spoke at 
a similar service on the preceding Sun- 
day at Hagerstown, Indiana. Dr. H. A. 
Smith is the pastor of the Versailles 
Church and Rev. H. H. Short at Hagers- 
town. 

Mr. C. L. Lucas, a member and work- 
er in the Christian Church at Madrid, 
Iowa, for over forty years, was honored 
on Sunday morning, November 18, when 
a special service was given him by the 
church commemorating the ninetieth an- 
niversary of his birth. Rev. Clarence 
Defur, D. D., is the pastor. The Herald 
heartily congratulates Brother Lucas on 
this splendid record. 

Mrs. Ida M. Tilton, of Ashton, Illinois, 
announces a_ splendid thank-offering 
service held at the Washington Grove 
Church, Northern Illinois Conference, 
November 25. Let it be remembered 
that the thank offering this year is be- 
ing divided as usual between home and 
foreign missions, the former for Frank- 
linton Dormitory and the latter for Por- 
to Rican Hurricane Relief. 


We have just received another number 
of the splendid monthly bulletin issued 
by the Congregational Conference of In- 
diana. It is attractively printed and 
illustrated and undoubtedly serves in a 
splendid way to bind together the 
churches of that faith in the state. Rev. 
John Humfreys, D. D., superintendent of 
the conference, Angola, Indiana, is re- 
sponsible for its publication. 

Miss Bessie Kniffen, who is Religious 
Education Director at Fort Apache, 
Arizona, the place filled by Miss Eliza- 
beth Howsare for five years, is anxious 
to have a most happy Christmas for the 
boys and girls of the school. She asks 
any who are interested to send gifts. A 
request to her will bring suggestions as 
to the kind or amount of gifts, but any- 
thing sent will be gladly received. 

An interesting and enthusiastic rally 
of the Eel River Young People’s Con- 
gress was held on Sunday afternoon and 
evening, November 25, at the Sparta 
Church. Mr. Herman Meyer, the presi- 
dent of the Congress, was in charge, and 
Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, of Dayton, Ohio, 
was the visiting speaker. The rally 
closed a week of district meetings which 
included young people’s meetings in the 
Linn Grove, Eel River, Goshen, and 
Sparta churches. The young people of 
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Eel River are seeking to organize and 
hold a young people’s meeting in each 
church of the conference every Sunday 
night, to plan and conduct a conference- 
wide campaign for new subscribers to 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty, and they 
are enthusiastically planning for their 
training camp next spring. 

A Young People’s Department was or- 
ganized in the Goshen, Indiana, Church 
recently, with Mr. William Yeager as 
president, and Mrs. Chancy Himes as 
counselor. This is another forward step 
in the good Sunday-school and Christian 
Endeavor work of the Goshen Church. 
Mr. Roy Rensberger, a2 member of the 
Foreign Mission Board, has been the effi- 
cient superintendent of this school for 
nearly ten years, and Rev. A. H. Hook 
is the new pastor. 

May we remind our loyal pastors and 
Sunday-school superintendents that the 
General Board is suggesting that the 
Christmas Offering this year be shared 
by every phase of our denominational 
life, as indicated elsewhere in this issue. 
We are hoping that every church and 
Sunday-school will respond joyously with 
the knowledge that they are sharing 
their own Christmas with all for whom 
the Christian Church is responsible at 
home and abroad. 


For those of our readers who actually 
use for reference the annual reports of 
the various departments of the church, 
we remind you that all of these reports 
are gathered together in this issue, be- 
ginning on page thirty-five. Some of 
the financial statements of the boards 
are found with their reports, but in the 
case of the Home and Foreign Mission 
Departments, the financial statement is 
so much longer that it is carried at the 
end of the report section. 

Mr. J. Lewis Reck, Covington, Ohio, 
has been elected treasurer of The Gen- 
eral Convention of the Christian Church 
by the Executive Committee to fill the 
unexpired term of the late Mr. John G. 
Myers, who served faithfully as treas- 
urer for nine years. Mr. Reck is secre- 
tary of the Covington Building and Loan 
Association, a director of one of the Cov- 
ington banks, a trustee of the Miami 
Ohio Conference, and has served several 
years recently as the conference treas- 
urer, 

The fourth annual Holiday Confer- 
ence of leaders among the youth of the 
Christian Church will be held in Dayton, 
December 27-30. Herman Meyer, of 
North Manchester, Indiana, is president 
of this group and Miss Ruth Elliott, of 
Dayton, Ohio, is secretary. The Depart- 
ment of Christian Education will share 
in the expense of one official representa- 
tive from each conference. Copy of the 
program for this conference and details 
of plans may be secured from Miss Lucy 

(Continued on page fifty-six) 
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For Christ is Born 


A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY REV. S. M. LYNAM 


mother throbbed with exultant joy because 

she had given a man to the world. She pon- 
dered in her mother heart anew the messages con- 
cerning this child she now held close. She knew the 
hope, the aspiring which every mother knows, and 
for better cause than they have. 

The child grew up, fulfilled the dreams of his 
mother, in a different fashion, no doubt, from her 
dreaming, but fulfilled them nevertheless. The 
prophecies, the annunciations, the welcomings in 
him became realities, but not as she perhaps, and her 
people most certainly, had hoped. Then, like an un- 
heralded bolt from heaven came disaster. They cru- 
cified him. She was there and saw it done, and was 
impotent to alleviate any of the agony of it. 

Hopelessly she turned again home. It was all 
over. The dreams, the joyous hopes, the shining 
promises, lay shattered about her. Ashes of dead 
dreams, dead hopes; what more bitter things are 
there? 


Mest centuries ago the heart of a young 


“But since from heaven he stoops to 
breathe 
A flower to balmy air, 
Surely our lives are not beneath 
The kindness of his care. 
And as he guides the blade that gropes 
Up from the barren sod, 
So from the ashes of our hopes 
May beauty grow toward God.” 


All this was long ago. The centuries have come 
and gone, but the world—the forgetful, careless 
world—has remembered that it happened. It has 
remembered because there is in this mother and son 
quality that we all know. There is inherent in the 
simple story a universality of experience which 
never abode elsewhere. 

The world has not only remembered, but it has 
set apart a day for remembering. And it has done 
it not because these two were Mary and Jesus, not 
because the world is inescapably religious; but be- 
cause in them there is a perfect expression of all 
our experiencing, of all our hoping, of all our aspir- 
ing; because they are a consummate realization of 
all those things which in our heart of hearts we de- 
sire to become. From the ashes of broken dreams 
and dead hopes an ineffable beauty has grown up, a 
beauty which ultimately will fill the world. 


.upon the future with daring hearts. 


But Christmas is more than a day of remember- 
ing. It is that, but it is also a day freighted with an 
urge forward, a day which prompts the advance 
This day is 
forever a birthday, a day on which is born anew the 
same child which was cradled in a manger centuries 
ago in Bethlehem. If this be not true, then all that 
birth was vain. All of us ought to know again the 
joyous experience of that mother come down from 
Nazareth to bear a child in David’s ancient town. 


Gradually we are coming to comprehend spirit, to 
understand that there are other than material stim- 
uli to which we respond, to concede that there are 
other than tangible influences operative upon our 
lives. It is neither possible nor necessary to explain 
these spiritual stimuli in scientific nomenclature. To 
recognize these spiritual stimuli, and to be obedient 
to their forward urging, however, is requisite to 
growth. Man has innate within him a possibility 
of becoming other than what he is. We are, there- 
fore, if we attain the heights to which God lures us, 
destined to know the travail of birth, the birth of 
the Son of God. 

So many centuries have come and gone since that 
night in little Bethlehem when a young woman bore 
the incarnate Lord, yet it is as fresh in our mind as 
though it had been only yesterday; and it is so be 
cause in the truest sense of reality it was only ves- 
terday, perchance only today, that Christ was born. 
Into our hearts is being born the Christ of God as 
potently as ever Mary bore him. And we through 
the travail of his birth are becoming the sons of 
God—sons of God with all his dreams—sons of God 
with all his hopes—sons of God with all his conse- 
cration and with all his power to dare and do for a 
better and a happier world. 

It is Christmas. It is a birthday. May each of 
us give birth to that Son of God in us stirring to be 
born. May we joy in the knowledge that a man is 
born. 

“O, morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God our King, 
And peace to men on earth.” 

Christmas—To what higher destiny could it call 
us than that out of ourselves we might bring forth a 
Son of God? 





















































































In Our Yesterdays 


BY REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 


For Thirty-three Years Secretary of the General Convention 


MoRE SKETCHES OF THE EARLY 
WOMEN OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 


ARY STOGDILL was not an or- 
M dained minister, but her service 

at a time when service was need- 
ed entitled her to a worthy place among 
the pioneer women of the church. She 
was a native of New York, and a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church at Green- 
ville, having been received to member- 
ship and baptized by Elder David Mil- 
lard. Some time prior to 1821 she 
located in Canada. She represented at 
that time a very unpopular church and 
she was alone, for in all probability she 
was the first of the Christians to locate 
in “Upper Canada.” She was a stranger 
in a strange land, and her heart grew 
hungry for the home across the lake. She 
longed for a sight of the faces she had 
once seen, and hungered for the voices 
she had once heard. She dreamed of the 
church of her youth, and saw and heard 
in her dreams the church of her child- 
hood, and the voice of the minister who 
had preached the stirring sermons she 
could yet recall, and she set herself to 
the task of inducing one or more of them 
to come over and hold a meeting in her 
home community. This was no easy task 
to which she set herself. She wrote sev- 
eral letters to ministers in her native 
state, every sentence of which throbbed 
with the appeal of her heart for help. 
She finally had an answer to her prayers 
and a reply to her letters. Allen Huntly, 
then an unordained minister of New 
York, went over and it happened that a 
Mr. Darius Mann, of Lake Simcoe, was 
at the home of Mrs. Stogdill, when he 
arrived. Mr. Mann invited Rev. Huntly 
to hold a meeting at Simcoe Lake, which 
he did, the result of which was his own 
ordination to the ministry, and the or- 
ganization of a church which was, and is 
one of the strong influential organiza- 
tions of the denomination. The original 
number of members was forty-three. 


From “The Early Women of the Chris- 
tian Church” I take the following: 


That Mary Stogdill was God’s instru- 
ment in planting our cause in Canada, 
cannot be questioned, and that her works 
follow her, even after all the years, is 
clearly manifest. Her task was a diffi- 
cult one, as will be seen from the follow- 
ing facts. The War of 1812 had not long 
been closed when she went to Canada. 
The smoldering fires of the Revolution 
were easily fanned into flames by the 
events of that war, and one going over 
from the States could not escape the in- 
fluence of the times. Indeed, it was 
most natural and always to be expected 
that the spirit of loyalty to one’s coun- 
try should find expression, and no mat- 


Nineteenth Article 


ter how courteous and considerate the 
Canadians, nor how careful and guarded 
the Americans, clashes now and again 
seemed inevitable. The Canadians had 
bitter remembrances of the wars, and 
the Americans were by no means free 
from a spirit of selfish exultation, and 
unpleasant experiences were only to be 
expected. But, with a woman’s tact, and 
a Christian spirit, Mrs. Stogdill put 
herself so completely into the life of the 
country she had chosen for her home, 
that she could remain true to her native 
land without offense to her adopted coun- 
try. 

But Mary Stogdill had bitter experi- 
ences other than that of political strife; 


M4 . WWW  7?)?FTF Ftc to xO1 IAA 


HOW FAR TO BETHLEHEM? 


OW far is it to Bethlehem town? 

Just over Jerusalem hills adown, 
Past lovely Rachel's white-domed tomb— 
Sweet shrine of motherhood’s young 

doom. 


“It isn't far to Bethlehem town— 

Just over the dusty roads adown, 

Past wise men’s well, still offering 

Cool draughts from welcome wayside 
spring; 

Past shepherds with their flutes of reed 

That charm the woolly sheep they lead; 

Past boys with kites on hilltops flying, 

And soon you're there where Bethlehem’s 
lying, 

Sunned white and sweet on olived slopes, 


Gold-lighted still with Judah's hopes.” 


And so we find the shepherds’ field 

And plain that gave rich Boaz yield; 
And look where Herod's villa stood. 

We thrill that earthly parenthood 

Could foster Christ who was all-good; 
And thrill that Bethlehem town today 
Looks down on Christian homes that pray. 


It isn’t far to Bethlehem town! 

It's anywhere that Christ comes down 

And finds in people's friendly face 

A welcome and abiding place. 

The road to Bethlehem runs right through 

The homes of folks like me and you. 
—Madeleine Sweeny Miller, in 
Central Christian Advocate. 
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however, having put her hand to the 
plough, she dared not look back. No 
sooner were the Christians organized 
than they found themselves not only in 
a sea of national] strife, but in the heat 
of sectarian domination. In the memoir 
of that prince of preachers, “Father” 
Henry, one finds abundant evidence of 
the bitterness which sectarianism had 
developed among the followers of Christ. 


MELISSA TERRELL. No reference 
to the women of our yesterdays would 
be complete without the name of this 
distinguished woman, Notwithstanding 
her name has been frequently before the 
readers of this periodical, and her his- 


tory written in ink as well as in the 
hearts of the thousands who knew her, 
the writer feels that she must have a 
place in this sketch. He heard her 
preach more than fifty years ago, and 
carries a mental photo of her appear- 
ance, her style of delivery, and the ear- 
nestness of her appeal. She was born in 
Clinton County, Ohio (not Adams as has 
been stated) in 18384. Her maiden name 
was Garrett. She has a sister yet living 
at Westboro, Ohio. She united with the 
Southern Ohio Conference in 1856 and 
remained a member for some years when 
she withdrew and united with the Ohio 
Deer Creek Christian Church. She was 
ordained at, and by the authority of the 
Ebeneezer Church, in Clark County, 
Ohio, March 7, 1867, by Elders Mark D. 
Briney, N. Dawson, and E. W. Humph- 
reys. She has the distinction of having 
been the first woman ordained to the 
ministry by the Christian Church, and in 
all probability the first woman regular- 
ly ordained by the authority of any 
church in modern times. 

Soon after her ordination she returned 
her membership to the Southern Ohio 
Conference, and remained a member un- 
til 1881 when she withdrew and took 
pastorates in the West. She preached in 
Missouri and Iowa for a number of 
years, when she retired and located in 
Bricelyn, Minnesota. She died within the 
last few years, having reached the age 
of almost ninety years. She was a speak- 
er of rare ability and persuasiveness, 
and her appeals seldom went without re- 
sponse. There was a pity in her voice, 
as there was sympathy in her soul, and 
her words, though often falling in tor- 
rents, fell like the gentle showers of a 
May Day upon the parched and thirsty 
fields. She was modest in her profes- 
sion, and humble in her service. She 
was loyal to the church, obedient to the 
conference, and possessed the rare qual- 
ity of being sociable without being famil- 
iar, and of being courteous without be- 
ing hypocritical. 

The writer recalls that at a session of 
the Ministerial Institute held at Chris- 
tian Chapel, he had occasion to show her 
a report which he had written with a 
heavy hand, and signed his name with 
some flourishes of the pen. She smiling- 
ly criticized the waste of ink, and the 
lack of art in the flourishes. For ad- 
ditional information concerning these 
two women see “The Early Women of 
the Christian Church.” 

SABRINA LAMSON, may be classed 
with the women ministry in our yester- 
days, she having been born in 1799. She 
was a native of Vermont and began her 
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public ministry in 1824. For several 
years of her early life she was seriously 
afflicted with scrofula from which she 
could get no relief by medical treatment, 
the physicians agreeing that the disease 
was incurable. In 1823 John Pratt, of 
Walpole, New Hampshire, was called to 
see her. He was known as “A Healer of 
the Sick”. After his examination of the 
case, he said that medicine would do her 
no good, but that he believed in the effi- 
cacy of prayer in the treatment of in- 
curable diseases and the restoration of 
the sick. To this method he clung, and 
together they prayed, and within a very 
short time she declared herself cured. 
The physicians who had previously at- 
tended her, were called in and after they 
had made a thorough examination, de- 
clared that no trace of the disease could 
be found, and that the cure was genuine. 
This event created a great excitement 
throughout the community, the papers 
giving it wide circulation as a very real 
mystery. Soon after her restoration to 
health she began her public ministry 
which was quite successful. Her work 
was mostly confined to assisting pastors 
in revival meetings, and wherever she 
went large crowds gathered to hear her 
tell the story of the cross and her ex- 
perience in being healed. She, it is said, 
was eloquent in delivery, graceful in ges- 
tures, and impressive and convincing in 
argument. She was a member of the 
Vermont Conference, but in common with 
other women preachers was known as a 
“Female Laborer”. She died in 1833. 


SARAH HEDGES, is another whose 
right to be mentioned with the women 
in our yesterdays, cannot be questioned. 
She was born in 1791, and was converted 
in the Methodist Church, of which she 
became a member when eighteen years 
old. The first twelve years of her pub- 
lic service were given to the church of 
which she was first a member. She uni- 
ted with the New York Eastern Confer- 
ence in 1821, and remained a member 
during her remaining life, which came to 
a close in 1843. She had been unhappily 
married, her husband becoming profli- 
gate and finally leaving her. With a 
broken heart and a sorrowing soul, she 
went forth to sow in tears, feeling sure 
that she would return rejoicing, in which 
she was not disappointed. She was suc- 
cessful in her ministry and her sheaves 
were many that she gathered from the 
fields of sin. For some years she was a 
close friend and a worthy colaborer of 
Abigail Roberts, who appreciated her 
friendship, and respected her ability. She 
was a firm believer in the conscious dis- 
embodiment of spirits. Indeed it was to 
her the all important theme of private 
conversation, and of public address. 
However at times she would become 
troubled about it when she would make 
it a subject of special prayer. Upon re- 
(Continued on page thirteen) 
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Representatives of churches in the Eastern Indiana Conference, attend- 
ing a three-day Stewardship Institute at Hagerstown, Indiana, Rev. H. 
H. Short, president of the conference, stands with Mrs. Short, fourth 
and fifth respectively, from the left. 
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Bobby Wins 


BY REV. ARCHIE H. HOOK, B. D. 


bi ADDY may I have a dime for Sun- 

day-schoal today?” ‘Now listen, 

Bobby, this makes the third Sunday 
that you have asked me for a dime and 
I have told you that a nickel is all that 
I can afford, so here it is and hurry 
along or you will be late.” “But, daddy, 
I—I guess I don’t want to go.” ‘“What’s 
the matter? Are you sick?” “Well, I 
don’t know. I don’t feel very well. You 
see Frank and Crandel always put in 
a dime and it makes me feel a little 
mean when I only have a nickel. I al- 
ways put it in quick so no one will see.” 
“You shouldn’t feel that way, my boy. 
You see we have had a lot of extra ex- 
pense this year, our new car, new home 
and many other things, so just be glad 
that you have a nickel. Run on now 
and mother and I will come in a little 
while.” 

Bobby started slowly toward the 
church. His mind was much more active 
than his feet. He thought, “Daddy must 
be right about the expense part because 
Frank’s father doesn’t have any car at 
all and they live in a little old house. 
Crandel’s: father is dead and Crandel, 
his mother and sister all live in a small 
four-room apartment. It is true that 
they don’t have so much expense but 
then I know that daddy makes a whole 
lot more money than they do.” 


It was more than little Bobby could 
figure out. When he reached the church 
he found his two chums waiting. With a 
big lump in his throat and a drop of 
water in each eye he told his friends all 
the things that were in his mind and 
asked them to please tell him how 
they managed to have a dime for Sunday- 


school every Sunday. Frank drew his 
arm around Bobby and said, “Sure I’ll 
tell you. Every time my father gets 
paid he puts one-tenth in a separate 
place and he calls that God’s money. I 
do the same with the money I earn and 
I always have more in God’s bank than 
what I use for Sunday-school.” “That 
is just the way I do,” said Crandel, 
“only mother says that when Is really 
want to give I have to give more than 
that because that is already God’s. Our 
teacher said that the people who give 
the most are not the ones with the 
most money but the ones who know that 
everything belongs to God.” 


Bobby talked with his father for a 
long, long time that afternoon and when 
they finished, although their eyes were 
wet, they were both very happy. Bobby 
started the next day to earn some money 
and one thing we know is that God got 
his full share. There was always a dime 
for Sunday-school. 


A month later the church treasurer 
asked his pastor why Mr. Robert Wealth 
(Bobby’s father) had doubled his week- 
ly offering and had also given five hun- 
dred dollars more on the church building 
fund. The minister couldn’t answer. Why 
not ask Bobby? 

Goshen, Indiana. 

Dp 


Christ is the living heart of the Bible 
and of our religion. Ethics are summed 
up in his commandment of love, and the 
salvation of the soul rests upon fellow- 
ship with him. Every act of sacrifice is 
carrying his cross and every virtue pro- 
ceeds from his spirit—John Watson. 











































































1126 (6) 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The Every-member Canvass Works 


BY REV. JOHN G. TRUITT 


T worked at the First Christian Church 

Dayton, Ohio, on Sunday, October 28, 

Our church has one hundred sixty 
members, and on account of the despair- 
ing months of the earlier summer no 
canvass was made for the annual budget 
in June. It was thought that perhaps 
there would be no need for a budget as 
by autumn there might be no church. 
However, the church rallied and conse- 
quently a budget was needed. So the 
pastor went to his board of finance, and 
proposed an every-member canvass for 
the budget. The board of finance as- 
sured the pastor that they had heard of 
it, tried parts of it, but wondered if in 
their particular case it were not better 
to ask the folk to make their pledges 
at church, or parcel out the names and 
let certain ones see them as they went 
to and fro from their work. 


The pastor wanted to make a complete 
trial of the every-member canvass. His 
board of finance consented. A day had 
been set for the “pledging.” He asked 
them to fix the day a week later, for it 
would take time to get ready for the 
canvass. Accordingly thirty men and 
women were notified in writing by the 
pastor of their appointment on a can- 
vassing committee; at the succeeding 
public service their names were an- 
nounced and they were asked to remain 
after church for their first meeting. 
They met again on Monday night for 
a two hours’ session of instruction by 
the pastor; and again on Friday evening 
for an hour’s instruction; and on the 
following Sunday they were called for- 
ward in the public worship service and 
consecrated by commission and _ inter- 
cession to their tasks. In the meantime 
the pastor, without announcing, “money- 
sermons,” made plain the meaning of 
“money and worship,” and “money and 
Kingdom development.” Also he had 
listed, routed, and written the name of 
every man, woman, and child in his 
whole congregation, whether they were 
members of the church or not, on pledge 
eards with their addresses. Special bul- 
letins had been circulated to all; manuals 
for the every-member canvass, written 
by Dr. Warren H. Denison, were given 
to every canvasser after they had first 
been carefully studied; the budget was 
printed and published; letters were sent 
to all; and on the canvass Sunday morn- 
ing a “talk,” rather than a sermon, was 
made by the pastor to his entire congre- 
gation on their Christian duty for the 
afternoon. 


At two o’clock the teams, which had 
finally been reduced to twelve of two 
each, were gathered together at the 


church. Hitherto they had not known 
with whom they were to work, nor what 
territory they were to have; like soldiers 
they were there every one of them to 
take orders in the name of Christ, and to 
obey faithfully looking for results. By 
two-thirty they were off; out for four 
thousand and five dollars in pledges they 
had gone; at five-thirty a count was 
completed which revealed that they had 
gone over the top with a seven dollar 
margin! They went out for a sum big- 
ger than most of them had hopes of 
getting—$4,005.00; they came back with 
cards actually signed for $4,012.00. There 
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was great rejoicing. All cards were 
returned to the pastor, who acted as 
commander-in-chief, and names of folk 
who were not at home were reassigned 
to people who could see them Monday 
and Tuesday, making a final report 
Tuesday night. I am writing at eight 
o’clock Monday night and the sum of 
$425.00 more has come in today. 


Will the pledges be paid? Yes, and 
more; for there is to be a live, all-the- 
year-round follow-up. I have not time 
now to tell you of the already-seen by- 
products of the campaign, but they far 
outweigh the work; and the joy of that 
large committee is enough to gladden 
any pastor’s heart. (Later: Total sub- 
scriptions, $4,833.00). 

Dayton, Ohio. 
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A Christmas Gift to Christ 


The General Board (which is the General Convention ad interim), 
composed of more than fifty leaders of the Christian Church, at its last 
session, voted to make this coming year the greatest year in our denom- 
inational history as a climax to more than a hundred years of effort for 
Christian Unity, which is now beginning to bear wonderful fruitage. 


To start this, our greatest year, the General Board is asking every 
Sunday-school and every church to make their Christmas Offering one in 
which every needy soul which our church touches shall share. It is to 
be an offering in which every one of us who gives may feel that we are 


Sharing Our Christ With the World as Our Christmas 
Gift to Him 


The offering is to be shared by every phase of our work—the young 
people of Franklinton, the Indian boys and girls, the unreached children 
of our churches through evangelism, the seventy thousand in Porto 
Rico, the children of our own Sunday-schools through Christian Educa- 
tion, the million souls in Japan, the boys and girls of Haverhill—all tied 
together by the General Convention itself. All departments of our 
church are co-operating in this greatest Christmas Offering in order that 
the Christian Church may do its full share in carrying the Christ of 
Christmas to the children of the world. 


Send for Christmas Poster and Offering Envelopes 


A beautiful Christmas poster showing pictures of some of those who 
will be benefited by the Christmas Offering, and also attractive Christ- 
mas Offering envelopes are ready for the asking. Send for yours now, 
indicating how many envelopes you will need. Superintendent and 
pastor should consult each other before sending for envelopes so there 
will be no duplication. Let’s make it unanimous with 


A Christmas Offering From Every Church or Sunday-school 


W. P. MINTON, Director, 
By Vote of the General Board. 
C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 
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Financing Religion 
An Editorial 





By W. A. HARPER, ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


HE Christian religion has a clear-cut 

doctrine with reference to the mak- 

ing of money and its accumulation. 
It is not sinful to make money and it 
is not sinful to accumulate it. We are, 
however, specifically commanded in the 
Scriptures not to lay up treasures for 
ourselves on earth. So many times in 
quoting this passage, people forget the 
qualifying phrase “for ourselves.” It is 
unfortunate that they should do this. It 
has made it appear that people who have 
been successful in making and accumu- 
lating money have violated, by that very 
fact, the plain teaching of the Bible. 


It is no sin, let us repeat, for a Chris- 
tian to make and accumulate money. The 
sin comes in the use to which the money 
is put when it has been made and ac- 
cumulated or even while it is being made. 
There is no question that a Christian can- 
not make money by unchristian means 
and have the approval of Christ in his 
efforts. It is also equally true that 
money when it has been properly made 
and accumulated, must be used for the 
benefit of one’s fellow men and the ad- 
vancement of God’s Kingdom. Failure 
so to use money is sinful. 


But our topic at this time is not so 
much concerned with the making of 
money on a Christian basis, and the use 
of it on the same basis, as with an 
adequate plan of financing religion. Some 
people feel when they pay five cents or 
five thousand dollars, as the case may 
be, for the support of religion they have 
done a deed which entitles them to high 
regard and to the special thanks of 
Heaven. They need to study the Scrip- 
tures. It will surprise them to know that 
God lays claim to all material substance 
and that he recognizes man as a trustee 
with reference to the material universe 
or rather to that part of it which by his 
labor or ingenuity he may have been 
enabled to gather to himself or other- 
wise have under his control. 


It is a much more responsible thing to 
be a trustee for property belonging to 
some one else than it is to own property 
to which we have the title. We are held 
accountable with reference to property 
for which we are trustees, even when 
there is a mistake in judgment, and are 
under obligation to make losses thus in- 
curred good to the ones for whom the 
trusteeship has been created. The Church 
from Old Testament times has insisted 
on tithing as the minimum basis of sup- 
port for religion, growing out of this 
trusteeship which the individual Chris- 
tian sustains toward God as Owner of all 
material things. Perhaps this is a good 








working rule for the average man, but 
for those whose fortune has become 
swollen into millions, it is doubtful if 
man’s trusteeship to God can be dis- 
charged upon such a mechanical basis. 
There is a growing number of men of 
large fortunes with expanding hearts 
keeping pace with their expanding riches 
who are not satisfied with paying tithes 
to the Lord’s work, but who make large 
offerings for its support. It is a happy 
circumstance that the number of these 
men tends steadily to increase. They 
are becomingly discharging their trustee- 
ship to God. 

I sometimes find myself wondering if 
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STAR OF MY HEART 
STAR of my heart, I follow afar. 


Sweet Love on high, lead on where 
shepherds are, 
Where time is not, and only dreamers are. 
Star from of old, the Magi-Kings are dead 
And a foolish Saxon seeks the manger-bed. 
O lead me to Jehovah's child 
Across this dreamland lone and wild. 
Then | will speak this prayer unsaid, 
And kiss his little haloed head— 
*“*My star and I, we love thee, little child.” 


Except the Christ be born again tonight 
In dreams of all men, saints and sons of 


shame, 

The world will never see his kingdom 
bright. 

Star of all hearts, lead onward through 
the night 

Past death-black deserts, doubts without 
a name, 

Past hills of pain and mountains of new 
sin 


To that far sky where mystic births begin, 

Where dreaming ears the angel song shall 
win. 

Our Christmas shall be rare at dawning 
there, 

And each shall find his brother fair, 

Like a little child within: 

All hearts of the earth shall find new 
birth 

And wake, no more to sin. 


—vVachel Lindsay. 
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God is really pleased with the method by 
which we support the Church. We have 
so many freewill offerings in the various 
organizations and group assemblies of 
Christian people, that the Church ap- 
pears for the most part as the recipient 
of doles or as an obsequious beggar. Cer- 
tainly it was never the thought of the 
supreme Owner of the universe that the 
organization which peculiarly represents 
His Kingdom, should be placed in any 
such compromising position. 

We should not think about ourselves 
as givers when we make our contribu- 


tion for the support of religion. We 


should think of ourselves as paying a just 
and bounden obligation. And while it is 
entirely proper for us to appreciate what 
others give for the support of the King- 
dom, when it comes to ourselves, we 
should never feel any tinge of righteous 
achievement when we have paid the 
pledges we made or otherwise contrib- 
uted to the support of religion. 


This summer I had the pleasure to at- 
tend a Church that was unique among 
Protestants so far as my knowledge goes 
with respect to financial support. No 
collection plates were passed at any serv- 
ice of public worship or any gathering 
of the Church groups. There was no 


provision for an offering in this Church. 
In the vestibule, however, there was a 


receptable in which the people who were 
the members of the congregation or the 
visitors had the privilege, as they passed 
in or passed out, of depositing an en- 
velope, a check, or a coin. In this way 
they paid what they might desire at 
that time for the support of religion in 
that place. When I inquired, I found 
that this vestibule is never locked and 
that members of the Church, in case they 
should be absent on Sunday, in passing 
to their work any time during*the week, 
would thus have the privilege of con- 
tributing to the support of the Chureh - 
or paying their obligations to it. 


I also learned that it is a custom for 
the financial secretary of the Church 
to send out statements just as any other 
self-respecting business would do, call- 
ing attention to the balances due on the 
subscriber’s obligation to the Church. 
I was told also that there is the greatest 
freedom possible in the methods of pay- 
ment which the supporters of this Church 
use. Some agree to pay by the week, 
some by the month, and some by the 
year. I also learned that this Church 
has a surplus in its treasury for current 
expenses, and that its benevolent budget 
has been overpaid for several years in 
succession. 


What the Church needs is a straight- 
forward, self-respecting, Christian 
method of financing itself, and any 
Church which undertakes to inaugurate 
such a procedure for the support of re- 
ligion will, I am persuaded, achieve good 
success in its efforts. 


It ought to be possible for men to hold 
and express strong convictions while at 
the same time recognizing that other 
men may as honestly hold and express 
other convictions.—The Congregational- 
ist. 





















































































THE HERALD OF GOSPEL UIBERTY 


No Room in the Inn 


BY MISS RUTH JOHNSON 


T WAS Christmastide the world over. 
| even in the hurly-burly quick move- 

ment of the vast throng that hurried 
in melee-fashion on the busy streets was 
a vibrant atmosphere that echoed and 
re-echoed that it was the eve of the 
most important celebrated day of the 
year. The glare and the glitter of daz- 
zling decorations, impatient vehicles, 
sounding klaxons, shrieking whistles, 
dashing delivery boys, and impatient 
shoppers told that everybody everywhere 
was aware of its spell. 


Friends greeted each other in passing 
with the phrase, “Merry Christmas,” 
that’s ever new with each approaching 
season. The blind and crippled along 
the sidewalks were receiving an excess 
number of coins that continued to jingle 
in their cups. The “boiling pot” and the 
incessant ringing of the Salvation Army 
lassie’s bell was a constant reminder that 
many poor families were going to be 
made happy on the morrow with well- 
supplied tables of delicious food. 

Even the jostled street car men and 
the traffic tangled taxi drivers took time 
to pass the “Merry Christmas” greeting, 
and “same to you, and many more!” 

Almost every person carried an armful 
of bundleg, many faces were joyful and 
happy from the inward satisfaction that 

‘on the morrow their purchases would 
make some one glad. Other faces were 
weary and sagged—the annual process 
of the last-minute buying was accomp- 
lished, and they were thanking their 
lucky stars that it was over, but un- 
happy lest the gift day bring disappoint- 
ments that many of their long coveted 
whims would not be satisfied in this 
yearly exchange of gifts. 

The bevies of shop girls hung limp 
behind the counters, sorting and wrap- 
ping, sometimes irritable with a whimsi- 
cal customer who hadn’t found just the 
thing for “Aunt Susan” who always gave 
such expensive presents. But their ut- 
most thoughts were that there were 
only a few hours left until they would 
be free and indulging in their belated 
share of Christmas pleasure. But amidst 
it all there’s always the same wish 
“Merry Christmas”—whether the tone 
be sincere or mechanical. 

Over all, from the church spires and 
buildings that towered, in the overhang- 
ing darkness there were snowflakes 
swiftly falling. Such a carnival of 
gladness and good cheer in this high- 
powered surge of mixed human emotions 
and outcries of childish delight, mature 
joys, and that strange sentiment in the 
air “peace on earth, good will to men!” 


The church bells were pealing forth in 
tender, soothing tones. 

As the town clock struck six I was 
lending my last energies to climbing 
the steps back home, leaving the med- 
ley of voices and noisy throng far in the 
distance. -I dropped my armful of pack- 
ages, removed my wraps, lighted the 
gas in the grate, and sank wearily on the 
divan. I placed my hands under by head 
and closed my eyes in a confusion of 
emotions. There was a complete fulfil- 
ment of my shopping list and tomorrow 
was Christmas; there was every reason 
to be happy, so why this heaviness on my 
soul? 

My eyes opened heavily and suddenly 
fell upon the picture that I loved so well: 
Merson’s “No Room in the Inn.” The 
idea flashed to my mind—“why, it was 
this same night nineteen hundred years 
ago! What did it all mean anyhow?” 

I seemed suddenly lost to the recent 
panorama, and carried by this art por- 
trayal to that wonderful night—the eve 
of the day of our great celebration. Mary, 
too, was weary with fatigue; yes, more, 
exhaustive pain,—almost despair, as 
Joseph, her beloved and only companion, 
pleaded at the inn for a lodging place 
where they might rest. In all the homes 
these two had failed to gain admittance. 
As night wore on and the moon and stars 
lighted the way they came to an inn and 
Joseph approached the keeper: “God’s 
peace be unto you,—from Nazareth we 
come. My name is Joseph, and from 
David’s line I am descended,— and so is 
Mary, my wife.” 

“Peace be unto you,’ 


’ 


replied the keep- 
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er “but too late you have come, there is 
not room for one wayfarer more; the inn 
is over-full.” 

“Not even for my wife, who sorely 
needs a place of quiet and warmth? It is 
waxing late, and the night grows bitter 
cold. Admit her I beg. My earnings are 
small, but I will pay thee well, and I will 
find shelter among the rocks where’er I 
can.” 

The keeper shook his head. 

But, hearing Mary’s deep sigh, Joseph 
pleaded still—‘perhaps you have one 
guest from among so many who will sub- 
mit or share his place for one who suf- 
fers so from weariness and cold.” 

“T doubt there is,” replied the keeper, 
“many of them have, like yourself, trav- 
eled far and they too are weary. Others 
are feasting or bartering for gain, and I 
doubt that they will yield.” 

The inn-keeper’s wife peered out of the 
window with pity and curiosity, and an- 
swering her husband’s inquiring glance, 
‘no, the certain family could not be asked 
to release their lodging for it gave the 
inn social prestige to have such leaders 
as guests.” Some were constant lodgers 
and they could not afford to lose their 
business. There were other persons who 
would perhaps not pay for their lodging, 
but they couldn’t be asked to go, for see 
how merry they were making the crowd, 
furnishing gaiety and laughter! 

More grave and more eager for Mary’s 
safety and comfort Joseph importuned, 
“In the name of Jehovah our God, give 
relief and shelter to a daughter of 
David’s house!” 

The impatient keeper, exasperated by 
such persistent pleading flew into a 
rage: “Your ancestry, your wife, your 
God are nothing to me. I have no faith 
in any of them. This is my house—will 
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you leave or shall I call the servant to 
put you out?” 

Forlorn with rejection Joseph turned 
to whither he knew not. Just then a 
beggar, who like themselves, shelterless 
and cold, offered to show them a place 
on a hillside, where was a manger 
where the cattle fed, and the shepherds 
often came to shelter from the cold. Into 
the night, under the shelter of the cold 
blue sky and glittering stars they eagerly 
followed the stranger to this resting 
place. And on the morrow this manger 
cradled a king! 

The angels heralded the glad tidings, 
the star led the way, and wise men came 
from the east and worshiped him, bear- 
ing him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And when this was made known 
abroad in the inn—“in which there was 
no room”—there was remorse. “If we 
had just known,” the inn-keeper’s wife 
lamented to her husband; “by now our inn 
would have been the lodging place for 
the wise men sent by the king to bear 
the child gifts, but verily we have missed 
a blessing from God. Does not the 
Scripture say that in Bethlehem the 
ruler of Israel shall be born? And lo, 
this is He! Let us seek him now that we 
may do homage ere it is too late.” 

I rubbed my heavy eyes, as waking 
from a dream—so this was why I was 
weary and unhappy—like the keepers of 
the inn I had missed many happy oppor- 
tunities in my hurried Christmas prep- 
arations. There were many gifts but no 
place for the Gift-Child. I remembered 
so vividiy the urgent appeal that came to 
my breast as I passed the hospital early 
in the afternoon, on my way down town 
for my last rush of shopping. For with- 
in one of these bleak wards lay a close 
friend and near neighbor, who was 
spending her Christmas in much agony 
and pain, surely I could have found a 
few moments to carry her a word of 
cheer. 

Then I recalled, too, the girl at the 
ribbon counter in the ten-cent store. 
When I spoke in such an irritable tone 
at the long wait for so small a _ pur- 
chase as five yards of ribbon to tie my 
late gifts. There was something famil- 
iar in the girl’s quick stare into my 
face—like a sudden flash the likeness 
came to my mind—she was the daughter 
of a lady I once knew when I lived in the 
country. This girl—yes, her name was— 
M—Macy, was the oldest of eleven 
children. The father had always been a 
drunkard and a loiterer, and the mother 
had recently died of tuberculosis, poor 
girl, where would she spend her Christ- 
mas? 

Why, there was even little Dickey 
from whom she bought her evening 
paper as she waited at the corner to 
take an over-crowded car. He was thinly 
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clad—little lonely soul—he had never 
known a mother’s love. His mother had 
died at his birth. His father married 
again, but the faithless woman left him 
and Dickey with two small children to 
care for. Months ago the father had 
met with a serious accident, leaving him 
a cripple, so the burden of providing 


food and a shelter was on the wee’ 


shoulders of the bright-eyed Dickey. . I 
recalled telling the boy to keep the 
change when I laid a nickle in his hand 
for the paper and saying “Merry 
Christmas, Dickey!” but what did either 
of those words mean to him? 

Was I, too, crowding out the Christ 
Child? Was there no room in my heart 
for him to be born anew on this fast- 
aproaching Christmas Day? It had 
almost been, but it would not be! The 
keepers of the inn had missed the golden 
opportunity of making their home a sym- 
bol of abode for Him who even now 
reigns in millions uf hearts. There was 
yet time enough for me. I hastened to 
the telepkone and cuiled the munager of 
the ten-cent store. My plea was so urgent 
that he delivered my message to Macy 
and the reply that she would come for 
dinner tomorrow and come early enough 
to take the gifts off the tree with us. 

And I was just in time to get Dickey at 
the “News” office—and the thrill that 
came with his “yessum, sure TI’ll be 
there!” This was more joy than I had 
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known in all my previous Christmas 
preparation. My sick friend in the hos- 
pital had a boy, one year Dickey’s junior, 
so I’d go for him and all of us together 
would decorate my new pepper plant for 
my Christmas table and transform it into 
a miniature Christmas tree and take it 
to the hospital to our sick friend. 

I sprang to my feet, eager to make the 
new dream come true in the fullest de- 
gree. I felt the kingly presence of this 
unseen-guest and my heart flooded with 
a new delight. The day star began to 
shine in my soul as it shown and pointed 
the way for many thousands of hearts to 
Open anew and let the “Babe of Bethle- 
hem” in. 

On my lips there was a song of thanks- 
giving for the song the angels sang so 
long ago: “peace zn earth, good will to 
men” and for the message that it brought 
to me today. I pondered over my lesson 
that came through the picture to which 
my eyes had wandered just in time to 
give me the real Christmas spirit. 

Just as the Babe shows the tender love 
of God, the manger is a token of the sym- 
pathy and love which is in human hearts 
— yes, in spite of all else that is in them. 
It means that our likeness of God makes 
us respond in a measure to  heaven’s 
matchless Gift, the Savior of the world 
who brings good tidings of great joy to 
all who will make room for him. 

Fuquay Springs, N. C. 


Christmas in the Kindergarten 


BY MRS. S. A. BENNETT 


N choosing a most helpful and instruc- 

tive Christmas program for the kin- 

dergarten it is best to begin early. 
Most kindergarten books have programs 
that may be used successfully with the 
average group. However, each superin- 
tendent and teacher has an opportunity 
to make programs best suited to the 
type of children with whom she comes in 
personal contact. This opportunity 
should be a privilege only when it meets 
the needs of the child and the results 
of efforts bring him closer to the Heav- 
enly Father. 

As you are aware, kindergarten groups 
differ as widely as communities, parents, 
and social interests. For example, in 
1926 half our group.here at Elon con- 
sisted of orphanage children, the other 
half were community children, most of 
whom were chosen of college profes- 
sors. This fact complicated the lessons 
in which home and parents were in- 
volved. 

This group was also larger than the 
recommended twelve or fifteen pupils. 
It also differed in its general makeup; 
therefore, we tried to plan programs to 
meet our needs for handling numbers 


without loss of time or the value of the 
lesson story. Such a need resulted in a 
most gratifying Christmas program, 
which continued for five consecutive Sun- 
days, and a week day program for par- 
ents and friends. Every child seemed 
to grasp-the ideal for a joyful yet rever- 
ent Christmas spirit. Perhaps there were 
three outstanding reasons for this. 
First, planning early, second beginning 
early, and third retelling the story at 
the sand table during the session. 


We used four stories. The Christmas 
Secret of Annunciation, The Birth of the 
Christmas Child, The Christmas Shep- 
herds, and The Christmas Wise Men. Our 
first Christmas story was told the first 
Sunday after Thanksgiving; the others 
followed in proper order. 


At each session the story was retold 
at the sand table. First, the story was 
told while all were seated in a circle, 
then it was repeated at the table. Mak- 
ing the change from circle to sand table, 
where the children were again seated 
proved to be exercise enough to satisfy 
them. They were so absorbed with the 
second telling, demonstrating that there 
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was no difficulty in handling a large 
group successfully. 

When this method was tried we used 
the following programs: 


Initial Program 

Greeting Song 

Christmas Carol (played quietly or 
sung softly by teacher.) 

Offering 

Offering Prayer and Song (Father, We 
Thank Thee) 

Roll 

Short Practice Period for Motion Song 
(by four girls, Little Christmas 
Tree : 

Story—The Christmas Secret 

Finger Play 

Story—Retold at Sand Table 

Prayer 

Good-Bye Song 

Dismissal March 


Program No. 2 
Greeting Song (Children’s choice) 
Song—Away in a Manger (by all, with 
motions) 
Offering, Prayer and Song (same as 
No. 1) 


Roll 

Short Practice Period (same as No. 1) 

Introduces The Christmas Secret by 
finger play only, followed by: 

Story—The kbirth of the Christmas 
Child 

Stories—Nos. 1 and 2 Retold at Sand 
Table 

Prayer 

Closing Song 

Dismissal March 


Program No. 3 
in a Manger (same as 





Song—Away 
No. 2) 

Song—The Three Kings (sung by two 
teachers) 

Offering, Prayer and Song (same as 
No. 1 

Roll. 

Short Practice Period (same as No. 1) 

Introduce Lesson No. 1 by finger play 
only, followed by Lesson No. 2 fol- 
lowed by: 
Story—The Christmas Shepherds. 
Stories—No. 2 and No. 3 Retold at 
Sand Table. 

Prayer 

Dismissal March 

Program No. 4 

Song—Away in a Manger 

Offering, Prayer and Song 

Roll 

Song—Little Christmas Tree (by four 


girls 
Retell Lesson Stories No. 2 and 3, fol- 
lowed by: 
Story—The Christmas Wise Men. 
The Three Kings (sung by two teachers) 
Stories No. 2, 3, and 4 may be retold at 
sand table or dramatized while The 
Three Kings is sung. 
Prayer 
Closing song 
March 
Program No. 5 
Greeting Song 
Song—Silent Night (by teacher) 
Prayer and Response 
Song—Away in a Manger (by all) 
Recitation (by a child) 
Song—Little Christmas Tree 
Dramatization (song The Three Kings) 
Prayer while kneeling at manger 
Drill (we had learned well in September) 
Dismissal March 
Our final week day program was the 


same as No. 5, with the addition of San- 
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ta’s greetings and the distribution of 
gifts. : 

In case some of the readers may be in- 
terested in the finger play it is piven 
here, 

As Mary prayed in her garden 

A messenger appeared one day; 

He told her the Christmas Secret 

Then quietly slipped away. 

The children learned this with appro- 
priate gestures. 

In explanation of the song, The Three 
Kings, which was sung during the dra- 
matization, we substituted the word 
“Shepherds” instead of the words, “the 
three kings,” also making a few word 
changes in the verses when the shep- 
herds made their visit. 

Most of the songs suggested may be 
found in the following books: Religion 
in the Kindergarten, by Bertha Rhodes, 
and Songs for the Little Child, by Clara 
Belle Baker. 

By Christmas Sunday the children 
were so well acquainted with all four 
lesson stories the possession was quite 
their own. They were able to dramatize 
the visit of the shepherds and the wise 
men beautifully and reverently. One 
child carried the Bethlehem star to the 
manger while the shepherds and wise 
men made their visit in turn. 

The children who had special parts 
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for our final program came for practice 
one afternoon of the last week. We sent 
out invitations to parents and friends 
inviting them to come Monday after 
Christmas Sunday for the final program 
which we might call our sixth program. 
Our Christmas tree held a gift for each 
pupil and visitor. Santa Claus distrib- 
uted gifts to the children which delighted 
them. The children assisted Santa in 
giving out the gifts to parents and 
friends. 

It might be well to explain why we 
had the sixth program after Christmas 
Sunday instead of Christmas Eve. Our 
reasons were two: First, that the children 
had passed through the Christmas sea- 
son and by that time had a fuller under- 
standing of what the DAY meant having 
participated in the program. Second, 
we knew the parents were quite busy 
before Christmas and would have more 
time after, as well as a more calm and 
Christmaslike feeling if they attended 
this program when they were not rushed. 

It is a delight to think of a year’s 
work revolving around God’s Greatest 
Gift, The Little Lord Jesus, our Christ- 
mas Baby. Our way is lighted by the 
Bethlehem star and we too may worship 
as the shepherds and wise men of old. 


* Elon College, N. C. 


Christmas in the Primary Department 


BY MISS ESSIE MAE COTTEN 
Director of Religious Education 


HAT does Christmas mean? Does 

it mean gifts and Santa Claus and 

Christmas trees and happy re- 
membrances of friends? Yes, it means 
all that and much more, but its real 
meaning is deeper than that. It is the 
birthday of Christ and when we instill 
anything else into the mind of a small 
child, as the real meaning of Christmas, 
we fail in our Christian education. 

“Because God gave Christ to the 
world, friends like to give each other 
gifts on that day.” Would it not be fine 
if this statement were universally true? 
How often we give gifts without the 
thought of Christ? Yet how important 
it is that we teach in the primary de- 
partment the real meaning of Christ- 
mas, as originating from God’s great 
gift to the world. - 

Why is it necessary to teach the small 
child to appreciate Christmas only as a 
day of merriment and joy because Santa 
Claus comes and because Aunt Mary 
and Uncle Tom always send a present? 
Material joy is very fine—we all like 
to give and receive gifts—but would it 
not be well to emphasize for the child’s 
educational value, Christian giving? 
God’s gift to the world and our gift to 
him? How much better to teach chil- 


dren now the importance of helping 
those in need, rather than wait and 
later say, “Those children are so self- 
ish,” or when they are grown say, “I 
don’t understand why John and Mary 
give so little to the church.” Remember, 
the person who gives the least to the 
church in money in proportion to what 
he has, is usually the one who also 
gives very little of his time and thought 
to the same institution. 

The progressive church has learned 
that we are to do things for future 
growth and not merely because we want 
something good for the present. In this 
discussion we want to think of the pres- 
ent primary department as some day 
becoming the senior department of the 
church. 

All children like other children and 
are interested in learning about them. 
Especially is this true of the primary 
age. We as leaders should grasp this 
fact and make use of it. How eager 
children are to learn of the newborn 
babe! Should we not then tell them the 
fascinating story of the Babe of Beth- 
lehem ? 

Begin your department work the first 
Sunday in December with Biblical ma- 
terial concerning the birth of Christ. You 
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now are wondering if it will not all 
become old and monotonous by the 
twenty-fifth. No, it will not, if you are 
careful in selecting and arranging your 
material. It is not at all necessary to 
tell of the birth of Christ the first Sun- 
day, but begin your program with the 
idea of leading up to this great event; 
or the following may be used success- 
fully: 

December 2—The Angel Visits Mary. 


December 9—Mary and Joseph Journey 
to Jerusalem; The Baby 
is Born. 


December 16—The Angels Visit the 
Shepherds; The  Shep- 
herds Journey to See the 
Baby. 

December 23—The 
Gifts. 

On the first Sunday of the month, tell 
of your plans for the coming Sundays— 
but not in detail. Every one likes secrets 
and surprises; give just enough of the 
outline to make each child want to at- 
tend the Sabbath School each Sunday. 

Don’t fail to use pictures during the 
month, preferably those in colors, but 
be careful not to use too many at one 
time—one well treated is much better 
than several just shown. Make it mean 
something to the child. The use of 
religious pictures, as an aid to Chris- 
tian education, is becoming general and 
books of special study are easily ob- 
tained. Every good picture has a center 
of interest, the one thing of major im- 
portance, select this and discuss it and 
then study the grouping and arrange- 
ment of the figures with relation to the 
center of interest. The figures are the 
actors in the story which the artist 
places before our eyes. A mention of 
the details is also very important. The 
child will delight in such a study. 

The faculty of imagination is God- 
given. Play upon it. The Bible is full 
of dramatic material, part of which is 
adaptable to the primary child. Pageants 
at Christmas time are almost indispen- 
sable. There is no better way to make 
vivid the origin of Christmas, but we 
want to be very careful not to’ make 
a farce of it. A careful selection of adult 
characters will usually create the needed 
seriousness. 

Story in song is an old, yet an effec- 
tive way, to teach the story of Christ to 
the small child. Children enjoy singing 
and delight in learning new songs. 

Poems and appropriate prayers also 
have their places in the Christmas pro- 
gram. Prayer is much neglected in the 
adult life and therefore, we do not take 
time to teach the innocent ones to pray. 

On the last Sunday of the month use 
special decorations. Not the Christmas 
tree with its many toys to be given to 
the children as gifts from their teacher, 
but have everything of an educational, 
Christian atmosphere. With your sand 
table make a Christmas scene, and tell 


Wise Men Bring 
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the story of God’s great gift to the world. 
If you have already told the story of 
the birth on a previous Sunday, repeat 
as a summary and mention the wise 
men’s gifts. The children will see the 
greatness of God’s love, and can easily 
be taught the proper spirit of giving 
self, substance, and time. 

The chief aim of the teacher in pre- 















(11) 1131 


senting the origin of Christmas, will be 
to present Jesus in such a way as to 
make the little children love him. To do 
this we can not be dependent alone on 
the use of any one of the methods men- 
tioned above but by a careful combining 
of the various suggestions given, effec- 
tive programs may be worked out. 
Burlington, N. C. 


Christmas in the Junior Department 


BY MRS. F. E. BULLOCK 


\V JHAT can we do to make Christmag 
truly a “Christ-day” for the 
Junior? A hundred agencies will 

combine to make it a holiday—a day of 

sport, a day of giving and receiving 
gifts; a day, perhaps of complaint that 

gifts are not larger or more varied; a 

day of feasting and fun. Is there any- 

thing the Sunday-school teacher can do 
to make it once more a Holy-day? To 

bring into the minds of the children a 

remembrance of whose Day it really is— 


whose Birthday we celebrate? The fol- 

A _[) WW, ° > 7vvrrnn Gi iiiis_uh 09. 
CHRISTMAS TIME 

T Christmas time the heart grows 


young; 
Kind words slip gently from the tongue; 
Fingers fly busily to make 
Gifts beautiful, or just to bake 
Delicious things to cheer and bless 
The year’s great day of happiness— 
The Christmas time. 


At Christmas time we give a thought 
To others’ comfort, as we ought; 
We pause from sordid, selfish things 
And lo, our better selves take wings 
And flit about quite seriously, 
On missions, veiled mysteriously. 
At Christmas time. 


At Christmas time heart speaks to heart, 
Tho’ friends be many miles apart; 
The loving Christmas spirit sends 
E’en to the earth’s remotest ends 
Its penetrating warmth and light, 
And friendship’s fires burn ever bright 
At Christmas time. 


At Christmas time home is so sweet, 
Especially if little feet 
Go pitapat about the place. 
For thus the Christ-child 
grace 
Our hearthstones,—Room for Him we 


comes to 


make, 
And love all children for His sake 
At Christmas time. 


—Mrs. A. H. Carter. 


lowing suggestions may be of some help 
in accomplishing this aim. 

1. Christmas Customs —leading to 
World Friendship. 

The children will enjoy learning of 
how Christmas is kept in other lands. 





Many magazines carry special Christmas 
stories concerning such customs. Make 
a practice of watching for such stories 
or articles, clip them and paste them in 
a loose-leaf book such as can be pur- 
chased in any ten cent store, if you do 
not wish to buy a more expensive one. 
Most collections of Christmas stories, 
such as “Christmas Stories and Legends” 
by Phoebe E. Curtis ($1.50 net), contain 
some accounts of Christmas customs, as 
does “Christmas in Legend and Story” 
by Smith and Hazeltine. 

2. Hymns. 

Learn one of the Christmas hymns. 
Study “O, Little Town of Bethlehem” 
in connection with the Bible story, try- 
ing to see the picture the author offers 
us and its relation to the Birth of the 
Christ-child. 


3. Pictures. 

Secure as many Christmas pictures as 
possible, tien select those which most 
exactly meet your ideal, and will aid in 
developing the Christmas thought which 
you are striving to convey. Such pic- 
tures as Merson’s “Arrival at Bethle- 
hem,” LeRolle’s “Arrival of the Shep- 
herds,” Correggio’s “The Holy Night,” 
are well known. Fabriano’s “Adoration 
of the Kings” and Burne-Jones’ “The Star 
of Bethlehem” are not so well known, but 
are beautiful and suggestive. All of 
these may be purchased in a two-cent 
size. The Medici Company of 755 Boyl- 
ston St., Boston, Mass., offer some won- 
derfully colored Christmas cards in vary- 
ing sizes and prices which include some 
beautiful pictures you will be glad to 
use. Ask for their Christmas Card cat- 
alog. Write also to the Campbell Prints, 
Inc., 388 West 34th St., New York City, 
for their Jessie Wilcox Smith prints 
catalog, from which some beautiful se- 
lections may be made for 85 cents each. 
A lovely “Madonna” may be secured 
from them for $2.00, and the Medici 
Company offers a wonderful paneled pic- 
ture, “All Things Wise and Winderful”, 
for $6.00 which would be an asset to any 
room of the Children’s division. In addi- 
tion, watch the Christmas magazines for 
pictures, buying. those which have cover 
pictures or inset pictures worth pre- 
serving. Make a file to hold them so 
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that another year your collection of pic- 
tures will be greatly enlarged, and your 
opportunity for selection accordingly 
greater. 

4. Christmas Stories. 


First of all came The Christmas 
Story. Read carefully the Bible stories. 
Secure, if possible, a Moffat or Good- 
speed’s translation that the words, by 
their different rendering, may make the 
story seem fresh and new. Precede the 
story by having the boys and girls look 
up some of the Old Testament prophe- 
cies, that they may see the expectancy 
which reigned in the hearts of some that 
the Anointed One might soon come. The 
books named above when speaking of 
Christmas customs will furnish a large 
number of good Christmas stories. “Why 
the Chimes Rang,” and “The Other Wise 
Man” are well known stories which can 
be found in many places. 

5. Play or Pageant, or Tableaux. 

The word “pageant” is largely mis- 
used. A play with four or five people 
in it is not a pageant. But a dramatic 
presentation of the Birth of Christ with 
pageant or tableau features may be made 
very effective and beautiful even when 
designed as well as carried out by home 
talent. 

Do not, however, put wings on your 
“angels” unless the wings can be made 
really large enough to appear to be cap- 
able of bearing the weight of the wearer. 
Fairy wings on a human being do not 
add to the suggestion of angelic power. 
Let the children wear long white robes, 
walk quietly and slowly or stand in 
well balanced groups with individuals 
at different heights (easily obtained by 
using boxes and chairs when no other 
equipment is possible) and carry wands 
wreathed in Annunciation lilies (made of 
paper) or tall candles. The tall candles 
may be made by seouring shorter can- 
dles (ptumber’s candles if you wish ca- 
thedral candles) and wrapping. card- 
board around the base in the form of a 
long tube. Paste the tube lengthwise, 
and fasten a disc of ‘cardboard where 
the tube and candle meet. This catches 
any candle drippings and permits the 
candles being carried upright without 
burning the hands of the carrier. 

6. Atmosphere. 

More than any or all of these put to- 
gether will be the attitude of the teacher 
and the atmosphere of the room. If the 
teacher’s attitude, her words, her tone, 
reflect her own real reverence; if the 
decorations of the room are Christlike, 
not Santa-like; if she shows that she 
herself believes in and loves the Christ- 
mas story, then Christmas in the Junior 
department will be a day long to be 
remembered for its worthwhileness and 
for its effect and influence upon the 
lives and hearts of the boys and girls. 

Dayton, Ohio. 
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A scene from the Christmas pageant given at Sendai, Japan, Christian Church 
last Christmas, depicting the worship of the shepherds. The pastor’s wife, Mrs. 
Kitano, and the kindergarten teacher, Miss Higashi, stand in the rear left and 
right respectively. 














Working Tools for Christian Leaders 


Reviewed by W. A. Harper 


The Christ of the Ages. By Henry Paul 
Sloan. Doubleday, Doran and Co., Inc., 
New York City. $1.50. 


Professor Sloan has written a modern 
apologetic that deserves and will, no 
doubt, receive a wide reading. His ar- 
dent devotion to Christ in personal com- 
mitment is evident in every word. His 
viewpoint is aptly expressed on page 82, 
which reads: “It would be a mistake to 
regard these (based on personal experi- 
ence and on revelatory evidence) imme- 
diate responses on self-expressions of 
Deity as lawless. The creation of hu- 
man personality, whether by evolution 
or by divine fiat, is a supernatural 
event; and from that point on there is a 
supernatural, personal, and moral order 
within the natural order,” and again on 
page 130, “Belief is an absolute necessity 
of great living. The life made known 
through sense experience is too small for 
the soul. Man must believe his universe 
out, wider than sense reveals it, or else 
suffocate within the narrow bounds of 
experience.” 


Christ and Society. By Bishop Charles 
Gore. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New 
York City. $2.00. 


The great prelate has done us a great 
service in his bold indictment of our un- 
christian. social order and his plea for a 
fellowship of kindred minds in all de- 
nominations, socially organized as indi- 
viduals and not as official representa- 
tives of the several! religious bodies, to 
express their convictions in political ac- 
tion. Bishop Gore is not for violent rev- 
olution, but for evolutionary change in 
our application of Christian principles 
to industry, to education, to law, to in- 
ternational relations, and to the race 


question, to the end that every individual 
may have an equal chance with ll, 
which is the essence of democracy, for 
himself first, but also in fellowship with 
others. He thinks Lausanne offers no 
present hope, but he is so pleased with 
Stockholm that he ventures the sugges- 
tion that its British Section may become 
the rallying and organizing center of his 
fellowship of kindred spirits determined 
to apply Christ’s principles to our life 
and to our social organizations. 


Christianity and Success. By Bishop Ed- 
win Holt Hughes. Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Bishop Hughes, in the Cole Lectures 
(1928) at Vanderbilt, undertakes to wed 
success and Christianity. The Ameri- 
can’s idea of religion, as of everything 
else, is that it should succeed. It is 
hoped that business and professional 
men as well as ministers will read Bish- 
op Hughes’ exposition. It is illuminat- 
ing and convincing. 


Common Sense in Education. By Ber- 
nard Iddings Bell. William Morrow 
and Company, New York City. $2.50. 


The title of this book is a misnomer, 
for it is a book of very uncommon sense. 
President Bell of St. Stephen’s is well 
known as an independent thinker and in- 
cisive appraiser of our present educa- 
tional system. You will not agree with 
him—his own staff does not do that— 
but you will be caused to examine anew 
every educational tenet you hold, and 
that after all is the highest praise you 
can bestow on any author. The book is 
written primarily to convince parents of 
their primary responsibility for their 
children’s education. Dr. Bell evidently 
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takes parenthood seriously. It is, how- 
ever, a book that educators will need to 
reckon with. 


The Impatience of a Layman. By Hugh 
A Studdert Kennedy. The Century 
Company, New York City. $2.00. 


It would be difficult to find a book com- 
bining reactionism and _ radicalism so 
uniquely. The one saving grace is the 
author’s evident experience of God and 
willingness to act thereon. Written as 
a sort of sequel in the way of practical 
application to Dick Sheppard’s The Im- 
patience of a Parson, it falls far below 
its original in warmth and insight. Sure- 
ly the laymen are impatient over more 
serious and foundational matters than 
this book indicates. One misses, in par- 
ticular, the social note that is so great- 
ly stirring the laymen of today. 


College or Kindergarten? By Max Mce- 
Conn. The New Republic, Inc., New 
York City. $1.00. 


Dean McConn has been brought face 
to face with America’s scions of rich 
sires, till he thinks a special college for 
them, called euphemistically the Gentle- 
man’s College, is needed. But his real 
interest is not in them, but in those rare 
souls who wish to do special work in a 
cultural, Liberal Arts College, which he 
calls the Real College. He relies much 
on intelligence tests and presumes that 
the possession of an I. Q. of 185 say, 
means preeminent success in intellectual 
achievement. No one today knows the 
significance of such intelligence for edu- 
cational success. Other factors, too, con- 
tribute. However, the book will dislodge 
complacency and as such is worth while. 


The Return of the Prodigal. By Elma 
Ehrlick Levinger. The Pilgrim Press, 
Boston. 50c. 


A one-act play delineating the Prodi- 
gal Son and his elder brother. For the 
Young People’s Department this play 
will offer real opportunity to impress 
great spiritual verities. It will make a 
lovely Sunday evening’s program. 


Problems of a Little Child. By a Mother. 
The Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1.25. 


A mother of four boys shares her ex- 
perience in helping them solve six great 
problems with the rest of us. We com- 
mend this book without reservation. It 
deserves a wide reading and will exert 
a most wholesome influence. 


Church Finance. By William H. Leach. 
The Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
$2.25. 


The editor of “Church Management” 
writes out of a rich experience and a 
technical knowledge of the outstanding, 
or at least the most perplexing, problems 
of the modern church. Every pastor 
and interested layman should read this 
book. It goes straight to the heart of 
the issues involved, has no pet scheme 
to put over, and should vastly help in 
solving the financial problems of the 
modern church. 


Science in Search of God. By Kirtley F. 
Mather. Henry Holt and Co., New 
York City. $2.00. 


The finest discussion of the relation 
between science and religion yet pub- 
lished. It is dignified, yet reverent; 
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scientific, yet deeply and truly religious. 
Evolution is still going on in the natural 
as well as in the spiritual world. Pro- 
fessor Mather’s viewpoint is well ex- 
pressed on page 50, where he says, “Ever 
and again, new prophets must arise, both 
in science and religion, to burst the con- 
fining walls of inherited orthodoxy and 
blaze new trails to higher vantage 
ground.” 

His discussion of miracles and prayer 
and their relations to natural law as 
well as his discussion of the relation be- 
tween science and theology are wonder- 
fully suggestive and illuminating. The 
spiritual values he asserts arise out of 
the universe and are indestructible. It 
is a book you will wish to read and re- 
read. 


In Our Yesterdays 
(Continued from page five) 

tiring one night while staying with her 
daughter, she very earnestly asked the 
Lord to make plain to her the condi- 
tions and fact of disembodied spirits. She 
says she soon fell asleep, and that she 
died. She said she could feel herself 
growing cold, but felt no fear. Present- 
ly her spirit left the body. How, she 
could not tell, but she said it turned and 
looked at her, and she recognized it as 
her own. She saw her face turn pale, 
and her hands folded across her breast. 
The spirit then floated about the room 
looking at various objects, and then 
went through a closed door into the room 
where her son-in-law and daughter were 
sleeping. From there after looking at 
them, the spirit went into the kitchen 
where she noticed particularly her son- 
in-law’s boots standing behind the stove. 
It floated back to the room in which lay 
the dead body, and re-entered it, and she 
grew warm and slept. She had noticed 
a quilt on the bed of her children that 
was not usually there, and it was gone 
in the morning, the same was true of 
the boots, and the door that she supposed 
to have been closed was open. This for 
a time puzzled her, but upon inquiry of 
her daughter she found that the quilt 
had been on the bed during the night, 
and taken off and folded up in the morn- 
ing, and that the boots had been removed 
from the kitchen hall, and the door had 
been opened in the morning, all of which 
confirmed her in the belief that she had 
really died, and that her spirit had seen 
all that she had claimed, and then re- 
entered the body and to her dying day 
she remained firm in such belief. She 
lived at a time when there was a great 
deal of speculation about the souls, and 
it is little wonder that she and others 
would be troubled, and come to wild and 
unreasonable conclusions concerning it. 

It would be a pleasure to the writer, 
and probably some profit to the readers, 
to give the names and events of other 
equally worthy women, but enough has 
been given to help us to see some of the 
hardships through which they waded 
that they might preach Jesus Christ to 
sinful men, and that their successors to 
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be worthy of them, must not falter in 
their task. 

They may be nameless, but even then 
they are in the company of the larger 
number of the women mentioned in the 
Holy Book. Not every flower that 
blooms on the earth, nor every star that 
shines in the heavens has a name, but 
they smile and shine all the same. 

It is said that this is woman’s day, 
and it is. Woman has always had her 
day, and always will, for 

“When @ woman will, she will 
And you can depend on it; 
But when she won’t, she wont 
And that’s the end on it.” 

Woman had her day, when Eve, the 
mother of us all, showed her independ- 
ence by partaking of the forbidden 
fruit; when Sarah the mother of all the 
faithful became the wife of Abraham; 
when Rebecca deceived poor old blind 
Isaac, and secured the birthright for her 
favorite son; when Meriam, the patriotic 
old maid, led the Children of Israel in 
singing the song of deliverance on the 
shore of the sea; when Ruth gleaned in 
the fields of Boaz, and won his heart, be- 
came his wife, and shared his wealth and 
distinction; when Deborah prophesied, 
judged Israel, and incited the nation to 
go to war; when Jeptha’s daughter con- 
secrated herself to perpetual virginity, 
in order that her father might pay a 
vow he had rashly made; when Delilah 
inveigled Samson, to grant her wishes 
by which he lost his eyes and his liberty; 
when Abigail, by her winsome ways, ap- 
peased the anger of David, then an out- 
law king, and afterward won his heart 
and his hand in marriage; when the 
queen of Sheba visited Solomon the 
great king, and flattered him into giving 
her much praise and many pieces of 
gold; when Jezebel henpecked her weak- 
headed husband into doing things 
against which his better nature re- 
belled; when Esther took her life in her 
hand and went into the presence of her 
lord, in the interest of her downtrodden 
kinsman; when Mary the virgin became 
the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
had the courage and the faith to stand 
near the cross when he died, and was at 
the tomb soon after he had risen; and the 
countless thousands, and perhaps mil- 
lions of others, who in their quiet way 
have succeeded in winning their cause 
and in making the finest of all contribu- 
tions to Christian civilization, and the 
Kingdom of God. 

o 


Salvation means not only hope, but 
love and helpfulness. Love means new 
obligations to mellow men: “show me 
thy faith without thy works and I will 
show you my faith by my works.” Paul 
was debtor both to Greeks and Jews. Or- 
thodoxy is more than belief of doctrines. 
It involves obedience and the service of 
humanity.—The Presbyterian. 
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Mexican Project Great Success 


| N furtherance of the Friendship 
School Bag project, Mrs. Jeannette 
W. Emrich went to Mexico to represent 
the Committee on World Friendship 
Among Children at the public presenta- 
tion of the Bags on Mexico’s Independ- 
ence Day, September 16. 


Letters from Dr. Moises Saenz, Assist- 
ant Secretary of Education, report great 
interest among adults as well as children 
of Mexico in the distribution of the bags. 
Clippings from the Mexican press have 
come to the Federal Council’s office, some 
of them with headlines four columns 
wide! 


Dr. Saenz speaks of the thrills felt by 
members of his staff as they peered into 
some of the bags with their varied gifts 
and realized what they, with their sur- 
prise contents, would mean to the chil- 
dren in thousands of primary schools. 


He also reports the formation of a 
Mexican Committee on World Friendship 
among Children, under whose auspices 
the distribution of the bags took place 
throughout the country. On this Com- 
mittee were two representatives of the 
Department of Education, one for the 
University Women, one for the Associa- 
tion of Catholic Schools, one for the Fed- 
eration of Christian Workers, one from 
the Journalists’ Union, and one from the 
Parents’ and Teachers’ Association. 


It is estimated that there were be- 
tween 25,000 and 26,000 bags distributed 
among 15,000 primary schools, having 
1,250,000 pupils. 


One of the duties devolving upon the 
Mexican Friendship Committee, as re- 
ported by El Universal (the great daily 
paper of Mexico), will be “to decide 
what the return gift to the North Amer- 
ican children will be, in order to keep 
up the friendly feelings thus begun be- 
tween the two peoples.” 


oO 


Rev. L. C. Fletcher, who has just 
begun his second year as a teacher 
of English in Keio University, Tokyo, 
Japan, writes that he finds opportunities 
for Christian service increasing on every 
hand. Just recently he was chosen as 
one of three Americans to contribute a 
paper for the Thirtieth Anniversary 
Memorial Volume of the Keio Univer- 
sity Y. M. C. A. His subject was “As- 
sociations of Christian Young Men” and 
we regret that it is too long for publish- 
ing here. He was also asked to write 
a paper for the Kotobu (Liberal Arts) 
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Missionary Messages 


magazine of the university and wrote on 
“Purpose”. This, too, is too long for the 
space we are permitted in the magazine, 
but it is interesting and inspiring to 
know that Brother Fletcher is finding 
these great opportunities for genuine 
Christian service in addition to his influ- 
ence as a teacher. 
as | 


Writing of her experiences in distrib- 
uting the clothing to the hurricane suf- 
ferers, Miss Adams says: “I wish that 
some of you people could be with me 
when I try to give out the clothing, and 
could see the pitiful picture among these 
unfortunate ones. My heart aches for 
them. Over a hundred people a day are 
coming to our house for help. Quite a 
large number of women and _ children 
have been coming to our Sunday-school 
who did not come before. I hope many 
souls will see salvation through this 
work. I am very proud of our churches 
at home, as they certainly have given 
full co-operation in every respect.” Right 
here may we add that we had hopes at 
first of publishing the names of all in- 
dividuals and societies who sent money 
or clothing, but the list of the latter espe- 
cially has grown so that this is impos- 
sible. We believe you will all understand 
and accept right here and now the hearty 
“thank you” of the Foreign Mission Sec- 
retary and rest assured that you have 
done a piece of genuine missionary serv- 
ice in giving aid to these needy people 
at this time. 

Oo 


Mrs. Barrett writes a wonderful story 
of the receipt and distribution of gar- 
ments. She says: “Please state that I 
am taking the names from the packages 
before opening them and am writing a 
note to each one as quickly as possible. 
Wish there were more garments for teen- 
age boys and men. You have no idea 
what a joy it is to help in this way. 
Here comes one of my girls who teaches 
in the country and tells me, ‘Mrs. Bar- 
rett, some of my children are coming to 
school almost naked, since the cyclone. 
Could you spare anything for them?’ 
And although it is U. B. territory, I am 
only too glad to give her what she needs, 
and besides, were these clothes not sent 
for hurricane sufferers, no matter who? 
All this for you to know that we are not 
limiting this help to members. and 
friends only. I have not written this for 
publication but to give you an idea of 
just how much good the contents of these 
packages is doing among a people very 
destitute.”” We think that is too good to 
keep from our readers, and we know you 
will rejoice to see how effectively and 
eagerly our missionaries are working to 
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make the best possible use of what you 


have sent. 
co 


Both Mrs. Barrett and Miss Adams 
write enthusiastically concerning the re- 
markable way in which our people, eith- 
er individually, or as churches or as mis- 
sionary societies or young people’s con- 
gress groups have responded in sending 
summer garments to the sufferers from 
the hurricane in Porto Rico. This won- 
derful co-operation on the part of our 
people to help those in need is a mark of 
our real interest in Christian work. Lit- 
erally thousands and thousands of gar- 
ments have been sent, most of them by 
parcel post, which though more costly 
than freight, is far quicker, and much 
easier for the missionaries to handle. 
Both Mrs. Barrett and Miss Adams indi- 
cate that there is still need as the people 
are poverty stricken. And may we re- 
mind you that we must have a great 
many more individual gifts of money if 
we are to take care of the damages done 
to our property on the island. Unless 
this money for hurricane reconstruction 
and relief comes in by your special in- 
dividual gifts our whole work will be se- 
verely injured. 

5 


“Missions—Peace—Brotherhood,” was 
the title of a most significant conference 
held in Buffalo, November 8-11. Every 
denomination in the city and the six ad- 
joining counties co-operated. On Armis- 
tice Sunday which closed the conference 
one hundred ten visiting speakers in- 
cluding eight Bishops, twenty Board 
Secretaries, and more than eighty mis- 
sionaries spoke in more than four hun- 
dred churches. The purpose of the con- 
ference was to initiate in Buffalo a pro- 
gram of education in world missions, 
world peace, and world brotherhood. 
Many outstanding religious leaders par- 
ticipated, among them being Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones of India, Dr. Robert E. 
Speer, Fred W. Ramsey of the Y. M. C. 
E., Kirby Page, Mrs. Helen B. Montgom- 
ery, Bishop McConnell, and Dr. Charles 
Erdman. The Missionary Education 
Movement and other interested groups 
are now sending leaders into Buffalo to 
carry forward this work begun by start- 
ing training courses for local leaders. 


oO 


Dr. Milton S. Littlefield, president of 
the Hymn Society, announces the offer 
of a prize of $100 for the best hymn 
“written in the spirit and voicing the 
purpose of the missionary enterprise of 
today”. This prize is for words only, 
and later on a similar prize will be of- 











fered for the best musical setting. The 
manuscripts must bear no names upon 
them but must be accompanied by a 
sealed envelope containing the name and 
address of the author. More than one 
manuscript may be submitted by the 
same person. The contest closes Febru- 
ary 1, 1929, and manuscripts should be 
mailed to Dr. Franklin A. Gaylord, 47 
Englewood Avenue, Englewood, New 
Jersey. We hope some of our Christian 
Church missionary people will try for 
this prize. 
as) 


Plans are moving forward rapidly for 
a great missionary conference for the 
northern part of Latin-American terri- 
tory to be held in Havana, Cuba, next 
June. A Committee on Arrangements 
in Havana is working with a similar 
committee in New York, and it is ex- 
pected that this will be one of the most 
far-reaching conferences yet held in the 
interests of Latin America. Dr. S. G. 
Inman, Secretary of the Committee on 
Co-operation in Latin America, just re- 
cently returned from a week’s confer- 
ence with the Havana Committee and re- 
ports much enthusiasm among those 
planning for this event. The four ma- 
jor subjects to be considered are 1. Evan- 
gelical Solidarity; 2. Education; 3. So- 
cial Action (or Service); 4. Literature. 
Outstanding authorities on Latin Amer- 
ica have been asked to prepare advance 
information covering these subjects and 
the conference aims to get at the prac- 
tical side of missionary work in the most 
effective manner. 

o 


The November issue of the Missionary 
Review of the World carries pictures of 
the destruction wrought by the hurri- 
cane in Porto Rico which tell their own 
story. The Review adds some significant 
facts, however, from which we quote a 
paragraph: “Sixty-eight churches and 
nineteen parsonages have been destroyed 
and sixty-five more churches and four- 
teen parsonages are seriously damaged, 
with thousands of people homeless and 
seven hundred thousand suffering for 
lack of the necessities of life; this gives 
but a faint and unrealistic picture of the 
damage in Porto Rico from the recent 
hurricane that swept the island across 
to Florida. Baptists, Christians, Con- 
gregationalists, Disciples, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, United Brethren, and 
Roman Catholic all suffered and are sore- 
ly in need of prayerful sympathy and 
financial help.” 

oO 


May we add that we are still depend- 
ing upon our people individually to send 
in their gifts to help us take care of our 
own needs as the result of this storm. 
Unless you do this quickly our whole 
work is bound to suffer severely. 
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The One Million Souls Movement 


BY T. KAGAWA 


NoTe:—For the benefit of those who will read 
this short, but extremely accurate statement of 
the present missionary situation and needs in 
Japan, let us remind you that Mr. Kagawa is 
undoubtedly the most out-standing social leader 
in Japan and that he is a genuine Christian. 
He is known throughout the world for his mar- 
velous Christian work and his grasp of the needs 
of his people.—W. P. M. 


terialistic ideas should spread in 

Japan, but thereby the Christian 
gospel has to face a great hindrance. As 
Bertrand Russel once said, ‘Bolshevism 
is materialistic Mohammedanism”, there- 
fore it has a special enmity against 
Christianity. Bolshevism in Japan _ is 
spreading daily. Especially among 
young men it has great influence. Lately 
it was rumored that two thousand young 
men inclined to Communism had been ar- 
rested, suspected of organizing secretly 
a Japan Communistic party. 

Before this idea enters Japan we 
must establish Christianity firmly in 
this country. It is better to sow seeds 
in good ground than in a thorny or a 
stony field. After materialistic Bol- 
shevism has acquired some foothold in 
Japan it will be very difficult to do evan- 
gelistic work among the laborers and 
peasants. I fear that within a decade 
or so Japan may have more young men 


P rcriatsi it is inevitable that ma- 


inclined to materialism unless Christian 
idealists will stand and fight against it. 

The One Million Souls Movement is 
simply another name for a mass move- 
ment to meet this situation. If we do 
not endeavor to meet this crisis the pro- 
gress of the gospel will be delayed about 
fifty years. This is the critical period 
of the history of evangelism in Japan. 
Therefore we must concentrate divergent 
forces into one and fight as courageously 
as a lion. 

Probably since the time of the Restora- 
tion during the Meiji Era there has been 
no period in Japanese history of thought 
so critical as the present. But at the 
same moment the missions are withdraw- 
ing their forces. Though the churches 
are independent they are lacking the 
power to stretch out to reach the mass. 
If the missions withdraw their forces 
now there will remain in Japan about 
370 to 380 independent churches, and 
their situation will be like that of Zoroas- 
trianism in India, affecting only an area 
around Bombay. But if we could have 
about one million Christians, then Japan 
would have an independent Christian 
constituency. We must drive our cam- 
paign up to that point. That is the aim 
of the One Million Souls Movement. 


Frieda’s Dilemma 


Released From the Home Missions Council and the Council of 
Women for Home Missions 


on the “Muenchen” to join her hus- 
band, Gustave, who was working in 
one of the big cities near New York. 
Frieda had always lived the simple mo- 
notonous life of the peasant class; but 
secretly, she longed to be in the larger 
circles and spheres of life, about which 
she had so laboriously read, first in fairy 
stories, then in the few story books that 
had come her way, such as “The First 
Violin,” and “Old Ma’amselles’ secret.” 
She was twenty-six, very, very shy, 
self-conscious and positively terrified by 
the mad rush of life in general, espec- 
ially the noise of people, traffic, and in- 
dustry. In turn, every one with whom she 
had come in contact had thought her 
stupid, dull, and thick and passed her by 
as if she were a post. Even her husband 
was perplexed—he had never dreamed 
that she would be like this in the new 
country. 
Then one day her doorbell rang; she 
went to the door. An elderly, sweet-faced 
deaconess was there. She _ spoke 


Pon the Trenkel came from Germany 


Frieda’s language and asked if she 
might come in and visit. Frieda nodded. 
The kindly woman sat down and was not 
inahurry although every one else in this 


country seemed to be. She told her 
hostess that through The Bureau 
of Reference for Migrating People, 
Pastor Witte had been informed of 


her arrival; that she was calling not 
only to welcome her to a new land but 
also to a new church home. The Dea- 
coness asked many questions to which at 
first Frieda could only nod or shake her 
head. Then faint monosyllables became 
short sentences. Her guest did not seem 
to mind but appeared to understand just 
how it was. 

Soon, although her own voice sounded 
strange and far away, Frieda was tell- 
ing her caller all about herself and her 
husband—how they had always known 
each other—how they had been married 
one lovely Whitsuntide—how his mother 
had been sick for a whole year and died 
leaving nothing but a very old place and 
much debt. Then Gustave had decided to 
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come to America, where his uncle was, 
and where he might earn money to pay 
the bills and her passage. How she had 
waited four years and now she was here. 
Nor did she omit to tell about all the 
noise and confusion. 

The Deaconess understood all right for 
her eyes, too, were full of tears as Frieda 
finished. Then she invited Frieda to 
come to church the next Sunday to hear a 
service in her own language and Frieda 
promised she would. 


Gustave was much pleased when he 
came home to see Frieda looking so 
cheerful. As they ate their simple meal 
she told him all about her visitor. 


Late in the evening the bell rang and 
Gustave went to the door. The Deaconess 
had come again and brought Pastor 
Witte. This time it was Gustave who did 
most of the talking. In his very bad 
English he tried to tell the minister how 
hopelessly out of place his wife seemed 
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in her new surroundings and that he 
knew not how to help her. Before their 
callers left that evening both Frieda and 
Gustave agreed to attend an English 
class that was being started at the 
church by a retired school teacher. 

The next Sunday, her second in the 
country, as Frieda sat in the big church 
auditorium, she gazed around with a feel- 
ing of contentment. This was the first 
time that she had felt contented since 
she arrived in this new land. The church 
was so large, and the sunshine streaming 
through the colored windows gave an air 
of quiet magnificence that left nothing 
to be desired. Then the music, too, was 
more wonderful than any she had ever 
heard. Yes, truly this was real grandeur 
—that for which she had always felt such 
a longing. 

And the minister? Yes, they both 
knew that man and were known of him. 
For, hadn’t he called twice on them in 
their little tenement home? 


Intercessors 
BY ALICE V. MORRILL 


Life, That Is Life Indeed 


HERE is a universal conviction that 
it the deepest need of the Church is 

for a new dynamic from “The 
Great Power-house of God”. I am won- 
dering if we have read recently the 37th 
chapter of Ezekiel. Let me suggest that 
all who read these words join with the 
writer in reading this chapter frequently 
during the coming weeks. Does not this 
picture strikingly illustrate the need of 
the church—of our church in our day? 
There are many millions of people in our 
country who claim to be followers of the 
Risen Lord, and yet, we seem to be so 
helpless in the face of our glorious, chal- 
lenging tasks. Numbers we have, and 
efficiency of organization, “But there 
was no life in them’. After the Spirit 
had breathed on them they became an 
army for God, and the nations of the 
earth were to know that Jehovah was 
God. 

The men and women from fifty-two 
nations who gathered in Jerusalem last 
spring, realized this need keenly and have 
issued a Call to Prayer to all Christians 
of the world. We shall think of one of 
the objects for prayer in this Call: 

For a spirit of prayer. That Chris- 
tian people may learn to pray as Christ 
prayed, that an ever-increasing number 
of interceders may be raised up until the 
whole Church is awakened to prayer. 


O Son of Man, thou madest known, 
Through quiet work in shop and home, 
The sacredness of common things, 

The chance of life that each day brings. 


O Workman true, may we fulfill 
In daily life thy Father’s will; 


In duty’s call thy call we hear 
To fuller life, through work sincere. 


Thou Master Workman, grant us grace 
The challenge of our tasks to face; 

By loyal scorn of second best, 

By effort true to meet each test. 
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Some of the packages of clothing 


received by Mrs. Barrett, who 
stands behind them on the veranda 
of the mission home, 37 Concordia 
Street, Pence, Porto Rico. Miss 
Adams and several of the Porto 
Rico pastors also received many 
packages, and others are still com- 
ing. All are badly needed and will 
be most carefully distributed. Indi- 
vidual gifts for rebuilding the dam- 
aged properties are imperative if 
our work is to go forward. 
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And thus we pray in deed and word, 

Thy Kingdom come on earth, dear Lord; 

In work that gives effect to prayer 

Thy purpose for thy world we share. 
—Milton S. Littlefield. 


Pass on the torch, pass on the flame; 
Remember whence the glory came, 
And eyes are on you as you run, 
Beyond the shining of the sun! 


O Lord of life, to thee we kneel; 

Maker of men, our purpose seal! 

We will, for honor of the Name, 

Pass on the torch, pass on the flame! 
—Allen Eastman Cross. 


Defiance, Ohio. 


What Our Club Can Do 
(Siempre Fiel) 
By Carmen M. Suarez 
One of Our Porto Rico Girls 


F course, whoever reads_ these 
O lines, knows what a girls’ club is, 

and knows what we have planned 
and are trying to do, as an organized 
body, but I am sure that nobody expects 
very much from girls, simply because 
girls specially think of dancing, singing, 
theaters or movies, and good times. 

But it is not the same with Christian 
girls. Why? Not because they are dif- 
ferent from other girls, but because the 
first thing taught to Christians is 
“love”, the true love that our Heavenly 
Father and his beloved son Jesus taught 
us through that wonderful plan of sal- 
vation. 

And now is the time for our club to 
show how we can do something which 
really means love. The terrible hurri- 
cane lately suffered in this Island has 
left hunger and ruin everywhere and the 
scenes are horrible so that it is the duty 
of all those that have not suffered di- 
rectly, to make all effort to help and re- 
lieve pain. 

Somebody has asked: “What’s your 
idea in undertaking a task that perhaps 
is so little compared to what others can 
do, for example the American Red Cross 
that is doing so much”? And this is 
my answer: 

“If selfishness has any excuse, (I 
don’t think it does) you or I can do 
something just for our own benefit. Don’t 
you feel glad when you are able to give 
a dress, even an old dress, to one who 
has none? Or when you can give food 
to a hungry fellow? You feel sorry for 
him or her, and when you do something, 
then that pain is turned to gladness for 
what you could do. Is that true with 
you? Then, you may do something not 
because anybody may see or praise what 
you do, but because you, yourself will 
feel the gladness in your heart. And the 
prize is yours, and nobody can take it 
from you.” 

Our club has planned to do our part 
in the work of relief, and we will do it, 
even if we only can afford to buy two 
or three dozen little dresses for the poor 
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children in our country section. We are 
preparing some at present, and are try- 
ing to do some work to raise money, in 
addition to some gifts we have already 
received from friends, and hope that we 
will be able to do much. 

Two little children in New York wrote 
to our president and sent her a check 


Report of the New 


the man, but our Community House 

has certainly taken on a new spirit 
of civic pride, since decorated with two 
bright coats of paint. For this restora- 
tion of property and community improve- 
ment we needs must “pay the fiddler.” 
So we are soliciting aid everywhere and 
anywhere an interested ear may be in- 
trigued, and a willing purse appropriat- 
ed. 

At the Advisory Committee meeting 
which met October tenth, plans were pro- 
moted to solicit from each church of Hav- 
erhill that does not donate regularly to 
the work. Thus letters and literature 
have been mailed to them. We are also 
counting on rummage and cake sales for 
some income. While the Mission Board 
will furnish a large portion of the sum, 
yet in order to aid and carry out our 
program effectively, $500 must be se- 
cured by local workers. A_ portion of 
this will be used to remunerate the Scout 
Master for his bi-weekly services, an un- 
dertaking outside of our budget allot- 
ment. 

The Religious Education Committee is 
a vital group trying to shoulder their 
part of the work. Two new represen- 
tatives from the Portland Street Church 
add enthusiasm to this staff. By way of 
promoting interdenominational interest, 
they are at work arranging a program 
including a play with an appeal of inter- 
national friendship, to be played by a 
group of Mission children who will make 
an itinerary of the various churches of 
Haverhill. 

The Scout work is being conducted in 
a growing way which was exemplified by 
an attendance of forty-seven at the last 
meeting some of whom are lining up for 
future membership. Those attending the 
_ Public installation of the Troop Lead- 
ers were greatly impressed by the Scout 
ideals, and their explanation thereof by 
Postmaster Babcock and other Scout 
workers who spoke that evening. Mr. 
Haynes, of the Haverill Court of Honor 
conferred rank upon the leaders, and also 
installed his son Stanley as Scout Mas- 
ver. 

Our week-day School of Religious Edu- 
cation for Primary children promises to 
be most worthwhile. We started with fif- 
teen little enthusiasts, all members of the 
church School. A gratifying aspect of 
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for $5.00 saying that they wanted to help 
the little children in Porto Rico who had 
suffered on account of the hurricane, and 
if there are little minds that do not know 
of suffering and are willing to help, and 
do help, we as grown up girls, can do as 
much, Our girls are willing to help and 
they will do their part. 


American Mission 


the week-day work of the year lies in 
the fact that the majority of the chil- 
dren in the Camp Fire Girls and the Boy 
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These boys and many others have 
recently been organized into a Boy 
Scout group in the work among New 
Americans at Haverhill, Mass. 














= J) 








Scout work attend the Mission or the 
South Church Schools. 

As our social program has limited 
events to a party for every two months, 
we make the most of the holidays. Mrs. 
Birdsall and her committee from the Uni- 
versalist Girl’s Guild entertained the Jun- 
iors and Intermediates in real All-Saints 
Day fashion,—apple bobbing and dough- 
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nut biting. The ladies seemed pleased 
with the appreciative order of the child- 
ren. For a gala day group of fifty, they 
were most controllable, as compared to 
previous Halloweens. The smaller ones 
had their celebration on an afternoon at 
the Mission House, which was gaily decor- 
ated with the prevailing colors of orange 
and black. 

While the social aspect of our work is 
indeed vital, we have still more pertinent 
concern in a problem of adjusting these 
new American children who grow up to 
young people in the Mission Sunday 
School and yet do not mingle naturally 
with the American congregation or 
young people. Various plans have been 
tried, one especially that of promoting 
the teen age boys and girls who feel 
too old to continue with the Juniors, into 
the South Church Sunday-school. After 
two or three Sundays. of attendance, 
they would drop out and be lost to both 
schools. And now we are undertaking 
a drastic movement of uniting the South 
Church School with the Mission School. 
Our largest group is below the Inter- 
mediate age, while they major in inter- 
mediate and Young People. Some of ‘the 
teachers are duplicating work by teach- 
ing in both schools. There are some un- 
favorable conditions, one in particular, 
the matter of losing teachers from other 
schools who are expected to be in their 
own Church at twelve o’clock. 

As we undertake new adventures, may 
we be filled with foresight and courage 
to bring about the best results for His 
Kingdom. 

MARGUERITE YOUMANS, 


Haverhill, Massachusetts. 


From Western Washington 


idly the last conference year that 

I can hardly realize that the year 
has been spent. I feel though that while 
we have not accomplished as much as we 
planned, yet we have made many con- 
tacts with people who were prospects for 
the Kingdom. So we are leaving all 
the victories and all the failures with 
God, who giveth the increase. We feel 
that this work is well worth the effort. 
The field is increasing in its possibilities 
and opportunity. More than forty fam- 
ilies have moved in around Brooklyn, so 
there will be plenty to do trying to bring 
some of their lives in contact with power 
of salvation. 

The last time I was over to the Sag- 
inaw camps, Mr. Morley, manager of the 
Logging Company, had made a new rul- 
ing against the use of moonshine whis- 
ky in his camps. Any man knovn to 
use intoxicants on the job will be dis- 
charged at once. Already one foreman 


"Tia time has passed away so rap- 


and several men holding responsible posi- 
tions have been fired, so I think it will 
have a good effect. I think we are mak- 
ing progress in the work. My desire is 
to continue to do all that I can to help 
the logging men and women to under- 
stand the better life. 

I spent a week of vacation in Oregon 
and the redwood forests of northern Cali- 
fornia. I had a very delightful trip. I 
saw one acre of redwood that had a mil- 
lion feet of timber on it. 

I am hoping the Mission Board will be 
abe to solve the hard problems which 
must be met at this time. 


Later he writes— 

I have just returned from the camps 
after visiting and preaching in them all 
in our field.. I had a fine attendance and 
zood interest. Also the outlook is bet- 
ter, I think, at this time than ever for 
a good year of opportunity. 

I was able to attend the Council of 
Home Missions in Seattle, October 22d. 
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Several friends of Rev. W. 
R. Caldwell who have been 
won to Christ through his 
efforts in Western Wash- 
ington. He stands to the 
right. 
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We had a profitable meeting. It was 
found from the reports of the different 
field men that the work was well or- 
ganized now and that there was no over- 
lapping and the best of harmony exist- 
ing among the home missionary men in 
all the field. I was asked to speak about 
our work. I think from what I gathered 
that we are as well organized as any of 
the denominations. Also we are the 
only one out here able to get a woman 
who can help the women of the Logging 
Camp. Miss Ruse will, I believe, be able 
to arrange a program so that the fifty 
or sixty women who live in North River 
Camps can be brought in a more direct 
way under gospel influence. 


I was glad that the Board was able 
to make the appropriation to carry on the 
work for it is certainly a needed work. 
The reports of some fields indicated that 
it was harder to get logging camp mis- 
sionaries than pastors. Dr. Watson, of 
the Baptists, said that the preacher fac- 
tories were not turning out many real 
home missionaries,—that is, men who 
were willing to go thé second mile. 


Miss Ruse arrived safely Wednesday. 
We were glad to have her here again. I 
have not had a chance to talk to her 
much yet. 

W. R. CALDWELL. 


Montesano, Washington. 


Miss Kniffen Enjoys Life at Ft. Apache 


HIS month has been broken up by 
i: the flu which put several large boys 

in the hospital; fortunately it has 
been a rather light type, lasting only a 
few days. The first two Sundays I had 
regular worship on Sunday morning and 
the first Tuesday of this month I had the 
first night instruction. This took in only 
those who come to night school during 
the week. The priest from White River 
who comes for Catholic instruction could 
not have his bunch because they do not 
have the lights installed in the Chapel 
as yet. I invited the Catholics to come 
if they cared to and several did come. 
We sang out of the new Golden Book of 
Favorite Songs, and they seemed to en- 
joy it. The big girls are a great help 
because they sing very well and on that 
particular night they were very quiet and 
attentive. After we were dismissed three 
of them stayed and helped me get the 
books in order. We have the books 
numbered and keep them, (or at least 
try to) in numerical order. This is the 
only way to be sure that none are taken 
out in their bloomer legs, or under their 
jackets. These children know very little 
about what it means to keep things in 
good condition. So far no one has taken 


the notion to tear out any of the pages, 
but I can expect that to happen almost 
any time. I have been playing the piano 
for Sunday and Tuesday night instruc- 
tion recently because my regular pianist 
has been sick. 

Sometimes I find opportunity to help 
some of the employees. Since I am liv- 
ing at the girls’ building, I find many lit- 
tle ways of helping Miss Carter, the 
Matron. This week she has had a touch 
of the flu and was in bed one whole day. 
With the help of the Major, Dade Dawes, 
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I took care of things for her that day. 
There was really not very much that I 
had to do. I am writing this report in 
the hospital where I am _ helping out. 
The nurse has succeeded in getting the 
flu at last and I have been helping here. 
You ought to see how expert I am get- 
ting to be doping on the ammoniated 
mercury salve and putting drops in sore 
eyes. It has caused a little diversion in 
the ward for the little fellows to see me 
fixing the beds for the sick boys and 
making up another bed for a little shaver 
who just came in complaining of a pain 
in his stomach. Two many cedar berries 
are apt to cause a congested condition 
in that part of the anatomy, and he is 
guilty of about three pounds of them, 
by the looks. No wonder he feels sick, 
is it? 

Well, this report so far sounds as 
though we were all on the sick list but 
just to show you that we have had some 
good times I will relate a little concern- 
ing the social side of life here. The 
twelfth of October was red-letter day 
for the children. That evening the first 
moving picture was shown. Nearly all 
the children attended. I stayed at home 
with Miss Carter who had to stay in the 
building with three or four who were 
kept there for punishment. The next 
night the older students had their usual 
Saturday night social. Friday night is 
the night for the little children but some- 
times it is given over to the whole group 
for the movies. Friday night the twenty- 
sixth was the first big affair of the year, 
with eats and all. It was a masquerade 
and you might be surprised to see how 
well these children can fix up for such an 
affair with the limited supply of things 
that they had to do with. Some were 
dressed in cowboy suits, some as_ back- 
woodsmen, one as a decrepit old man 
with long beard and a crutch under one 
arm, others imitated various Indians of 
other tribes. I dressed as a ghost and 
received honorable mention as the most 
successfully disguised of any of the em- 
ployees. The girl who received the prize 
for most attractive dress wore her native 
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Two of the large number of In- 
dian girls Miss Kniffen is reach- 
ing in her work at the Theodore 
Roosevelt Indian School at Ft. 
Apache, Arizona, 
































costume with nine strings of beads all 
of different color. Sometime I hope to 
send you a picture which I took of her the 
next day. I had intended to give the lit- 
tle children a picnic the last day of Oct- 
ober but it rained and was too cold. This 
will come in my next month’s report. 

I am still very much in love with this 
country and my work. I am now busy 
planning for the children’s Christmas 
treat. It takes a long time to plan for 
any program of this sort. There are 
two reasons—first, the mail service is so 
slow and the children are slow in learn- 
ing. I am asking our various church 
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groups to help provide some little gift 
for each of the children. If any of you 
would like to know what would be ac- 
ceptable, please write to me immediately 
because time is getting short and I must 
know what I can plan on. 


This has been a full month and the 
most pleasant since I have been here. I 
wish you might all have the opportun- 
ity of seeing me with my little Indian 
friends, and in the various tasks which 
I find to do. 

BESSIE KNIFFEN. 


Ft. Apache, Arizona. 


Missionary Society Program for January 


Theme: Faith in God 


1—Hymn—“In Christ There Is no East 
nor West.” 
2—Business Period. 
3—Devotional Period— 
Hymn—“Faith of Our Fathers.” 
Poem—“What Matter?” 
Bible—‘Power Through 
Heb. 11. 
Sentence Prayers. 
4—"“Open the Windows of Our Minds 
Toward Africa.” 
a—Introducing the authors of 
“Friends of Africa.” 
b—Standing at the Door: A Serv- 
ant, A Friend, A Host. pp. 6-8. 
c—Map Talk (see map in book; 
Foreword; and pp. 40, 41). 
d—The Missionary’s New Africa 
and Our Call for Its Needs, pp. 


Faith.” 


28-33. 
5—Negro Spiritual—“Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot.” 
6—Moving Pictures of Africa’s Wom- 
en— 
a—At the door of the hut, pp. 51, 52, 
62, 63. 
b—She goeth forth to her garden, p. 
47, 
c—The most wretched woman, pp. 
63, 64. 


d—All sorts of women, pp. 71-74. 

7—Prayer, for these women and for the 
women who work with them and for 
ourselves that we may have room in 
our hearts for all: of earth’s needy 
ones. 

8—Question: What is my attitude to- 
ward the Negroes in America—in 
my town? 

9—A Message from Mrs. Woodworth 
(Japan). 


SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS 


An attractive announcement poster can 
be made by cutting out a picture of 
women looking through a window (a Bon 
Ami advertisement) with the lettering— 
We shall open the windows of our minds 


toward Africa on (give date and place). 
If you have not used personal invitations 
for some time, this first meeting of the 
new year will be a good time. Cut lit- 
tle outline maps of Africa from black 
paper, printing the invitation with white 
ink. Or perhaps you would rather use 
the little map for a souvenir of the meet- 
ing, printing these words taken from the 
book: “At the door of every African hut 
there stands a woman.” 

No. 2—During the Business Period 
would be a good time to announce the 
World Day of Prayer, which will be 
held on February 15, 1929, and make 
some plan for the observation of the day. 


The Literature Superintendent should 
see that every member of your society 
has a copy of the Prayer Cycle, which is 
required in the Standard of Excellence. 


No. 83—The poem referred to in the de- 
votional period will be found in the Mag- 
azine number of The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty for June, 1928. 

No. 4—The leader will be the one to 
introduce the authors of our book. Miss 
Mackenzie was born in Elgin, Illinois, 
in 1874. Her father came to America 
from Scotland when a boy, he grew up 
in California, and was an outstanding 
figure in the Presbyterian Church. She 
was educated in part in California and 
then went abroad to study in Germany 
and France. She went to Africa as a 
missionary in 1904. Miss Mackenzie was 
exceptionally happy in her work in Afri- 
ca and marvelously successful in her 
contacts with the African people. She 
worked in the Cameroun district, which, 
when she went out, was a German col- 
ony, but which, during the war became 
a French mandated territory. During 
this transition period Miss Mackenzie 
acted as interpreter for the French gov- 
ernment. In 1918 she was obliged to 
give up her active service but she has 
continued to serve Africa by written and 
spoken word. She is a member of the 
International Society of Women Geogra- 
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phers. In 1927 she received an honorary 
degree of A. M. from Smith College. 
President Neilson in conferring the de- 
gree spoke as follows: “Jean Kenyon 
Mackenzie, author in prose and poetry, 
missionary, traveler, fragile in body but 
dauntless in spirit, who has studied the 
natives of West Africa with sympathy 
and insight, has ministered to them 
without condescension, and in books 
abounding in humor and with great 
charm of style has made for them count- 
less friends among her own _ people.” 
The other two authors are introduced 
on p. 83 and page fronting the table of 
contents of the study book. 

Miss Mackenzie, on page seventeen, 
uses an expression which I wish that we 
might keep in mind all the time we are 
using this charming book—“It is expect- 
ed of you that you shall read with imag- 
ination . . .” The leader may well 
speak of the three friends mentioned in 
the opening pages, as a sort of introduc- 
tion to the book. Have an enlarged map 
of Africa for the Map Talk. There is a 
beautiful new map, “A Picture Map of 
Africa”, which costs fifty cents which 
would be lovely to use, and your boys 
and girls who are studying geography 
will be delighted with it, too. 

Miss Mackenzie’s are the only books 
which I ever even suggest may be read 
in parts at the meetings. Her style is so 
absolutely different and so delightful 
that it loses something of its beauty 
when we put it into our own words. 
However, it will never do to read it all, 
your programs would grow too long and 
become tiresome, but a paragraph or two 
in each talk may be read with profit. For 
example, the closing paragraph begin- 
ning on page thirty-two may be read. 

No. 5—Let us become familiar with 
and sing frequently these three months, 
some Negro spirituals—let us all sing 
them, not just one or two. 

The purpose of this study is to create 
real friends for Africa; friends who will 
not think black nor white but with the 
mind of Christ. 

No. 6 should be given by four women, 
and I think the following paragraphs 
may be read: beginning at the middle 
of page sixty-three to the close of that 
section; the one beginning at the bottom 
of page seventy-one, “A little village 
..-” to the close of the paragraph on the 
next page. 

No. 8—I trust that we shall honestly 
ask ourselves the question suggested on 
the program. It is one thing to have a 
Christian attitude toward women in 
Africa, it is quite another to have the 
same attitude toward women of the 
African race in our own town. 

No. 9—This message will be sent you 
from the office of the Woman’s Mission 
Board, if you have ordered the “Envel- 
ope of Helps”. 
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From the Southland 





BY MRS. WM. M. JAY 


The Young People’s Society of Berea 
Christian Church at Driver, Virginia, has 
about twelve active members and their 
superintendent is Mrs. Elizabeth Everett 
Harrall. They use miscellaneous pro- 
grams, emphasizing reading of the Bible, 
memorizing Bible verses, prayer in pub- 
lic, and a love for Missions. 


oO 


The Woman’s Missionary Society of 
Berea, Driver, Virginia, has decided on a 
new plan for raising their goal. Instead 
of having suppers or such, they send to 
each member a little bag in which she 
is to put a penny for each year of 
her age. Then they hold a big birthday 
party with a big cake and a good pro- 


gram. 
ia | 


The Elon College, N. C., Missionary 
Society held its first regular meeting 
on October tenth with a good attendance. 
The officers for the new year were in- 
stalled using the installation program 
put out by our General Woman’s Board. 
Reports of the Woman’s conference 
which was held at Sanford, N. C., were 
given and the banner, which the society 
won, was displayed. 

The Alabama Woman’s_ conference 
was held at Spring Hill church, October 
13, 1928, with a fine attendance, a love- 
ly spirit of devotion and co-operation and 
this year was by far the best conference 
held since the organization was effected 
and the work begun only a few years 
ago. Mrs. W. M. Melton, Wadley, Ala., 
is president and her annual message was 
a clarion call to service for the great 
cause the conference represents. A fine 
program was rendered. 

The total membership of this confer- 
ence is not large and there are not so 
many societies thus far, but they are 
working with a singleness of purpose and 
a desire to achieve. This year they had 
set as their goal $500 and there was joy 
on all sides when the treasurer reported 
that they had reached that goal. 

Several pastors were present and 
spoke words of encouragement and ap- 
preciation of the great work being done 
by the women of that conference. 


es 


The sixteenth annual session of the 
Eastern Virginia Woman’s Conference 
was held this year in Suffolk, Va., Oc- 
tober 26, 1928. This was a great meeting 
and it was estimated that over five hun- 
dred people were present to enjoy the 





fine program. Practically all of the 
pastors in the conference were present 
and showed by their presence as well as 
by their words that they appreciated the 
help and support that missionary organ- 
izations mean to them. Mrs. M. L. 
Bryant is the efficient president of this 
great conference and has carried her or- 
ganization to a high plane of perfection 
and enthusiasm and has developed in it a 
marvelous spirit of co-operation and 
service. 

Among visitors present were Dr. J. 
O. Atkinson, Lieut. Gov. J. E. West, Mr. 
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J. M. Darden, Dr. Pell of Richmond, and 
Mrs. Smith of Korea. 

Rev. J. E. McConley, in well chosen re- 
marks presented the four banners to 
the societies that had attained the 
highest degree of excellence. It was 
found that the Waverly church had aver- 
aged during the year $12 per member; 
that the Holy Neck Woman’s Society 
had averaged $9.21 per member, and that 
the Dendron, Va., society had averaged 
$7.53 per member. One society reported 
95 percent average attendance. 

The conference has grown in such pro- 
portion that from now on there will be 
two divisions assembling in annual ses- 
sion, one the Woman’s conference proper 
and the other the Young People of the 
conference. 


For Junior Leaders 


BY CARRIE ROBISON, SUPERINTENDENT 


PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 


1. Hymn, “I Love to Tell the Story.” 
2. Scripture, Psalm 100. 

3. The Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

4. Hymn, “We’ve a Story to Tell.” 
5. Introducing Japanese friends. 

6. What Japan gives us. 


7. If You Were a Japanese Child. 
8. Dramatization. 

9. Map Drill—Where? 
10. Handwork. 
11. Hymn, “Jesus Loves Me.” 
12. Directed prayer for Japanese chil- 

dren and our missionaries. 

18. Hymn, “Stand Up for Jesus.” 


Who? 


NOTFS 

2. Let one child or a group read the 
first part of each verse and another read 
the last part. 

5. Mrs. Woodworth’s leaflets, 1, 2, 5. 
(Friends from the Land of Cherry Blos- 
soms, can be secured from Mrs. Powers.) 

6. Have a _ discussion and lead the 
children to name things that we get from 
Japan. Have samples to show. Ask 
some children beforehand to bring some. 

7. In the December Magazine Num- 
ber. 

8. Let some of the children show how 
Japanese children enter a house and 
greet each other, and (perhaps) sit. (As 
Iku-Ko did not). 

9. Have a map of Japan and show 
the children where to locate Tokyo, Oji, 
Utsunomiya, Sendai, and Ishinomaki. 
Then the Woodworths, the Garmans, the 
Fletchers, Mr. Fry, the McKnights, Miss 
Crew, and Miss Stacy. Show the pic- 
tures. An envelope of biographies of our 
missionaries to Japan can be had for 5c. 
The Fletchers are not yet missionaries. 

10. Not all societies will be able to 
do handwork, but if possible try one of 





these: Let the child make a Japanese 
Lantern notebook, and write in it the 
names of our Japanese friends and mis- 
sionaries; find pictures of Japanese 
scenes and mount to take home; mount 
pictures for a class scrapbook. 

11. As the leader names the Japanese 
children and missionaries, have the class 
join in silent prayer, or they may offer 
sentence prayers if they wish. Do not 
make the list so long as to become mo- 
notonous. 

The Board has met, and made no 
change in our goals. Let us try to reach 
them this year. Remember that if you 
want to help on the goals you must send 
your money to the Woman’s_ Board 
marked “Junior Work”. Mrs. Powers 
cannot count money that she does not re- 
ceive, nor can she credit us with money 
that it not marked “Junior Work”. 

I hope that none of the children will 
let Christmas pass without making a 
gift to the Baby Jesus whose birthday 
we celebrate. A small gift sent to our 
Junior work would be one way of giving 
the gift to him. 

The Garmans are on the prayer list 
this month. Mr. Garman’s birthday is 
the 10th, and Elizabeth’s the 30th. 

Miss Crew and Mr. Fry are home. 
Have the children see them if possible. 

North Springfield, Pa. 


If You Were a Japanese Child 


[Note—This article was written for 
the Junior boys and girls by Henry To- 
kuhichi Ishimura, a Japanese student at- 
tending Bonebrake Theological Semi- 
nary, Dayton, Ohio. Mr. Ishimura lived 
like these Japanese boys and girls he 
writes of. When he first came to the 
United States, he found our customs just 
as strange as we would find theirs.] 
Mother is busy in the kitchen. Father, 
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A mothers’ meeting farewell service for Miss Martha Stacy, given by some of the 
mothers at Ishinomaki, Japan, when Miss Stacy was transfered to Utsunomiya, 
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before he goes to his work, takes his 
boys to the shrines, temples, and idols 
for the morning worship. We see a girl 
helping her mother. As soon as mother 
cooks a hot breakfast she offers rice and 
cups of tea to the family gods and god- 
desses along the walls. Then we see the 
same girl lighting the candles and oil 
lamps to her gods. Thus we see the boys 
and girls in Japan are taught the value 
of morning worship. The family then 
sits on the floor for breakfast. The floor 
is covered with “tatami” a sort of mat- 
tress about an inch in thickness. They sit 
in semi-circle. Father always sits at the 
head of the room. The Japanese chil- 
dren are taught to respect age and give 
obedience to parents. It is an awful 
thing to talk back to parents. During 
the course of the meal, mother takes 
down the rice and tea from the shelves 
of the family gods and divides them 
equally to her family, thinking that gods 
have blessed the rice and tea, and by par- 
taking of them the family in turn might 
be blessed. 


When the time comes for them to go 
to school, the boys all gather in one place 
of the street until all report. Then they 
go to school together. The larger boys 
see to it that no one is absent from 
school that day. Girls, too, gather in a 
group and go to school together. As soon 
as they meet an old man with gray hairs 
or a woman, girls bow gently and boys 
take off their hats and bow to the aged. 
They are taught to reverence the aged. 
The studies are about the same in the 
Japanese school as in America, except 
that boys sit in classes by themselves. 
Girls and boys do not study together as 
in America. They go to school six days 
a week, They have six weeks of sum- 
mer vacation. 


They are very much like American 
children. Boys play spinning tops. Boys 
begin to spin tops at the same time. The 
top which stops spinning first is placed 
in the middle of the circle and used as a 
target. They all start their tops spin- 
ning, trying to hit the target. Often the 
tops are thus cracked. They also play 
baseball, play soldiers, run races, and 
fly kites. 


Girls, too, love to play games as boys 
do. One of the favorite games is “Kit- 
sune” or Fox. Two girls sit opposite 
each other holding a piece of cord with 
a loop in the middle. The object of the 
game is for the third girl to grab, be- 
fore she gets her hand caught, a piece of 
cake or candy which has been placed on 
the opposite side of the loop. If her 
hand is caught, she pays a “Ken” or for- 
feit. If she reaches the cake, she may 
enjoy it. They play “the three deep” 
and “London Bridge is falling down.” 

A great many of these children do not 
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have Sunday-school and churches to go 
to on Sunday. Many of them go fishing, 
hiking, and swimming on summer days. 
Many go to Buddhist temples with their 
parents. Many of them follow varents 
to idols of wood and stones. They bow 
and kneel to worship such gods as god of 
the sea, the thunder god, gods of fisher- 
men, sun god, moon, stars, with the clap- 
ping of hands. The heroes that died in the 
wars, thousands of ancestors, the emper- 
ors, huge trees, rocks along the seashore, 
are worshiped as gods and goddesses. 
The animals, as deer, bull, horse, foxes, 
are also worshiped. Almost every form 
of disease is worshiped in the form of 
idols. Oh, I must not forget, there is 
“Jizo”, a god of children. Thousands of 
children go to this idol, kneeling, bowing, 
clapping their hands, and worshiping it 
with prayer. There was a mother whose 
baby had diseased eyes. She took him 
to “Jizo”. There she stretched out her 
own hands over the eyes of the idol rub- 
ring over him gently and bringing back 
the same hands to the eyes of her baby, 
thinking that the boy’s eyes would be 
made whole like the eyes of the idol and 
be cured. Do you think that the baby’s 
eyes were made better and cured? In- 
stead, she was making them worse than 
ever before because the eyes of the Jizo 
had been touched by thousands and thou- 
sands of public hands. Shall we neglect 
such children before our God? Let us 
remember them to Jesus now, in prayer. 


Jesus, we thank thee because thy great 
love loves black, brown, yellow, and 
white, and makes them thine own. We 
pray for the Japanese children today. 
May many of them come to know the 
same Jesus that we learned to love. 
Make us missionaries of the Cross wher- 
ever we go and wherever we might be. 
We ask these things in the name of Je- 
sus. Amen. 


Our Cradle Roll 


BY MRS. L. T. PROCTOR, SUPERINTENDENT 


RS. Edith Titus, of the New Salem 
Church, Thorntown, Indiana, reports 
their rally held in June with forty-nine 
members present. The Juniors made 
the invitations. Those taking part in the 
program were Barbara Beck, Junior 
Lasley, Byron Beck, Byron Stern, Mary 
Ham, Fay Catherine Lasley, Marie Beck, 
Edgar Ham, and Lois Beck. Mrs. John 
Lasley assisted with the program. 
Oo 
At this time of the year our hearts 
turn to the Christmastide, and to him 
whose birth we honor. What a blessing 
to us that we have the story of his birth 
and know something of his early life. 
It brings so much comfort and cheer to 
mothers and workers with children. Do 
we think when we press our own chil- 
dren to our hearts that “Jesus like you 
was a baby once, too, and slept on his 
own mother’s breast”? What a privilege 
we have as mothers and cradle roll sup- 
erintendents! May we give to boys and 
girls that same warmth of love and 
sweetness of spirit that Jesus must have 
received from his mother. Who can an- 


ticipate the loving service and ministry 
some of our boys and girls may give to 
the world? Let us never feel that when 
the child is a little older we will tell him 
the story of the Savior’s love. Now is 
always the time. Very early children 
can understand that Christ loves them. 
In pictures they recognize him and 
through love contacts with parents they 
sense the love he has for them. Many 
are early led to Christ. The Young Peo- 
ple’s Weekly gives the following account 
of the conversion of Moffatt: It had been 
a dull year in the church where Moffat 
was converted. The deacons finally said ' 
to the old pastor: “We love you, pastor, 
but don’t you think you had better re- 
sign? There hasn’t been a convert this 
year.” “Yes,” he replied, “it has been 
a dull year—sadly dull to me. Yet I 
mind me that one did come, wee Bobby 
Moffat. But he was so wee a bairn that 
I suppose it is not right to count him.” 
A few years later Bobby came to the 
pastor and said, “Pastor, do you think 
that I could ever learn to preach? I 
feel within here something that tells me 
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that I ought to. If I could just lead 
souls to Christ, that would be happiness 
to me.” The pastor answered, “Well, 
Bobby, vou might; who knows? At least 
you can try!” He did try, and years 
later when Robert Moffat came _ back 
from his wonder work in Africa the 
King of England rose and uncovered in 


Wide Awake Club 


EAR Wide Awakers: 

It isn’t too early to wish you a Merry 
Christmas, is it? I do anyway, and 
when Christmas morning comes just 
think of me saying it to you again. 

This month Kathryn Dowty, North 
Manchester, Indiana, was the only one 
who sent in a reply to the October con- 
test. Just after I had written to you 
last month another reply to the Septem- 
ber Contest came from DeVere Kuehn, 
Westerly, Rhode Island. Both of these 
club members sent in correct answers, 
and we are glad for them. But let’s 
hear from a few more folks this time. 
And let me say once more that if any 
of you have ideas for a contest just send 
them in. We were planning at one time 
to make two teams out of the club mem- 
bers and see which team could send in 
the greatest list of correct answers each 
month, but we did not hear from enough 
of the members to make that plan work. 
Perhaps you would like to try again. If 
you would just write and tell me so. 


Answers to the October Contest: 

1. Because we have been so slow to 
carry the light of the gospel there. 

2. Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Red 
Sea, Mediterranean Sea. 

3. Liberia. 

4. Rubber, gold, cotton, diamonds. 
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his presence, and the British Parliament 
stood as a mark of respect. The hum- 
ble old preacher, who had but one con- 
vert, and who was so discouraged, is 
dead and forgotten, and yet that was the 
greatest year’s work he ever did—and 
few have equaled it. 
Dayton, Ohio. 


for Boys and Girls 


5. Egypt. 
6. David Livingstone. 


DECEMBER CONTEST 

1. What is Christmas Day? 

2. Why do we give gifts on that day? 

3. Which of the four Gospels tells the 
Christmas story? 

4. Who was it who is said to have 
prepared the way for Jesus, and what 
relation was he to Jesus? 

5. What was the message of the an- 
gels on that first Christmas Day? 

6. What is the rest of the following 
quotation: “Be not. . .; for behold, I 

. of great . .*. which shall be to 
all people; for there is born to you this 
day in the city of . ..a.. ., whois 

” 


7. What famous preacher wrote “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem’’? 
Answer six out of the seven questions. 


RULES OF THE CLUB 


1. Manuscripts giving the answer to the con- 
tests should have the name, age, and address of 
the sender on them. 

2. Answers should be written on only one side 
of the paper. 

3. Any boy or girl who is not yet fifteen may 
join the club by sending in the answer to the con- 
test of the month. 

4. The contest for December closes January 5. 

5. Send answers to the contests to Marian M. 
McCord, 5823 Maryland Ave., Hyde Park, Chicago, 
Til. 


Annual Letters From Our Missionaries 


The Woodworths 


OWING to the fact that I was out of 
Japan nearly all the year, my re- 
port is rather brief. 

We left Japan on the eleventh of 
March of last year, went first to Aus- 
tralia, where we stayed three months, 
and then went on to the United States, 
where we spent four months, doing some 
conference and church deputation work 
in New England, Ohio, New York, In- 
diana, Illinois, and Nebraska. 

We were seventy-six days on the sea, 
traveled all together about 25,000 miles, 
and were glad to come back to Japan 
on the thirteenth of January of the 
present year. 

Five days after coming back I was in 
school work with the Azabu Middle 


School, with which I have been con- 
nected about fourteen years. Teaching 
the students is just as attractive as it 
ever was. The school Bible classes are 
even better attended than they have ever 
been before. This term I have had from 
twenty-five to one hundred boys coming 
in to hear the fifteen minute address 
which I give them on some Bible topic. 
Of course I do not object to the fact that 
the school pays into the mission treas- 
ury about $600 a year, whereas in the 
schools established by missions the mis- 
sion boards have to put in much money 
besides putting in a number of mis- 
sionaries who receive nothing back from 
the school. 

The friendships and the fellowship of 
the teachers is a constant pleasure. So 
I do not know but I have many more 
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friends among the Japanese in Japan 
than I have among the foreigners. 

As we arrived in Japan after the 
winter term of the theological school 
had begun, I did no work there during 
that term; but the dean said he would 
have put me to work if he had known 
that I was coming so soon. For this 
term, all the Greek teaching has been 
turned over to me and I have eleven 
hours a week, and one hour of English. 

We were very sorry to have to cut the 
appropriation to the school by fifty per- 
cent because of the trying financial sit- 
uation. But we are not able to do more 
than our friends in the homeland allow 
us to do. The school has about one hun- 
dred students and every week I come 
into contact with nearly all of them. The 
position is one of great importance and 
influence as it gives me a chance to dis- 
cuss nearly all kinds of problems with 
the boys. Some of the friendships here 
formed are very fine, and the eagerness 
of some of the students to learn makes 
the teaching a great joy. 

Among the students we have three 
young men preparing for the ministry, 
and all of them are doing well. The 
young men who have gone out from the 
school are doing good work and are a 
credit to the training they have re- 
ceived. 

For all the mercies we have received 
throughout the year, for the privilege of 
meeting so many of our pastors in the 
homeland and seeing so much of their 
work and its far-reaching results, we 
are exceedingly thankful. The Lord give 
to them all the riches of his grace and 
power. 

A. D. WoopworTH. 


Tokyo, May 25, 1928. 


Dr. Fry 


‘THE general conditions under which 

the work has been done have con- 
tinued to be favorable, and good prog- 
ress has been made, both in matters that 
can be listed in tables of statistics and 
also in the less tangible factors which 
on the whole are so much more im- 
portant than the statistics. 


Rev. K. Kimura, pastor of our Ut- 
sunomiya Church, is now editor of our 
religious newspaper. which is the of- 
ficial organ of our Japanese conference 
and which also is used as literature to 
hand to enquirers and to send to those 
whose interest has been aroused by our 
“Newspaper Evangelism.” In addition to 
this and to his regular pastoral duties 
at Utsunomiya, he has continued effec- 
tive outpost work at Karasuyama, where 
a good start has been made toward what 
we trust is to become an _ important 
church. 

Rev. A. Muraoka, pastor of the Yaita 














in 


yf 
e 
ir 
re 
re 
d 


re 
at 
nt 





district, has done a solid year’s work, 


which included leading several farmers 
to Christ. He is our boy scout and 
rural evangelism expert. Neither of 
these movements as yet has made much 
headway in Japan. Nearly half the peo- 
ple of this country are farmers. Muraoka 
was in an agricultural school before 
studying for the ministry. He has a 
special knack for this work and a field 
that is favorable not only in his out- 
field but also in the town of Yaita itself, 
which, though it is a compact town of 
some 5,000 population, has many farmers 
living in it and cultivating their fertile 
fields around it. 

Mrs. Tsujimura, widow of our pastor 
at Otawara, shows much ability in con- 
tinuing the work in that town of 12,000 
souls. It has long been the prayer of the 
Tsujimuras that their orphan nephew 
(adopted son), now in high school, may 
grow up to continue the work there. 

Brother Hirga, pastor at Moka, car- 
ries on the usual lines of Christian work, 
and in addition to this he is meeting 
with good success in the temperance 
work, both in town and in the surround- 
ing regions. 

February 27, 1928, Mrs. Fry passed 
away. She bequeathed the Utsunomiya 
Christian Girls’ School to her adopted 
son, Maki (now in what corresponds to 
the senior year in an American high 
school). She is buried in the Christian 
cemetery at Utsunomiya. On several 
missionary graves in the Orient is the 
inscription, “The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up.” On none would it bé more 
appropriate than on hers. 

My own work has been along usual 
lines. On June 5 I leave for America on 
regular furlough. 

E. C. Fry. 

Utsunomiya, Japan, May, 1928. 


The Garmans 


HE writer failed to have his annual 
letter ready for the annual Mission 
Meeting in May, and now writes this in 
August and may touch on some matters 
from a different angle than had he writ- 
ten at the time the reports of the other 
missionaries were written. 

Religious conferences have played an 
unusual part in the Christian life of 
Japan throughout the year. Prepara- 
tion for the Jerusalem Conference, the 
selection and sending of delegates and 
the receipt of their reports, has in itself 
marked the year as one of Conference 
with a capital “C”. The Nation-Wide 
Christian Conference, attended by 278 
selected delegates from all over Japan, 
was called with the hearing of reports 
from the Jerusalem Conference as but 
one of its purposes. It had been a num- 
ber of years since a nation-wide con- 
ference of Christians had met. The 
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topics of the Jerusalem Conference 
served well as a basis for considering the 
problems confronting the church here. 
Free discussions from the floor, followed 
by findings worked over in committee 
ard considered again by the whole eon- 
ference, was the mcthod followed. It was 
undoubtedly the greatest conference 
of Christian workers Japan has yet 
seen. It is noteworthy that although 
some fifty of the delegates were mis- 
sionaries, but two or three participated 
in the open discussions. But one of the 
tweive resolutions made mention of mis- 
sionaries. It is as follows: “Resolved 
that this conference hereby express its 
profound gratitude to the missionary 
societies for sending missionaries to 
Japan in the past and also express its 
hope that among the missionaries to be 
sent in the future there be included some 
who have special training along the lines 
of rural evangelism.” It is the writer’s 
belief that the report of this conference 
as given in the July number of the 
Japan Christian Quarterly is well worth 
passing on to all interested in the way 
in which the Christian forces of Japan 
see and tackle the problems which con- 
front them. 

The Three Religions Conference was 
of quite a different character. The 
membership of this was about 1,500, of 
whom 550 were Buddhist, 260 were 
Shinto and 150 were Christian represen- 
tatives—600 being from various religious 
schools and institutions. “The promoters 
felt that the time had come for religious 
leaders to take counsel together of their 
own free will and accord, upon practical 
questions which affect society, the na- 
tion, humanity, and world peace. The 
leaders were convinced that Japan stands 
today in need of religious revival and 
that religion must lead the social, polit- 
ical, and international thought of modern 
Japan. Apart from a gang of jingoists 
who came to the general meeting, a spirit 
of sincerity and goodwill dominated the 
conference, as men of various creeds 
discussed these practical questions; an 
earnest desire was everywhere manifest 
to make a religious contribution to the 
improvement of the Japanese people and 
the welfare of all men.” 

Most of the discussions were carried 
on in sectional meetings under (1) 
Religious Education, (2) Thought Prob- 
lems, (3) Social Work, and (4) World 
Peace. The writer attended the section 
on Social Work, which adopted the fol- 
lowing eight objects as important for all 
religionists: (1) To raise the age limit 
for prohibition from twenty years to 
twenty-five years. (2) To prohibit in- 
toxicants from all religious meetings.” 
(An important step, since the use of in- 
toxicating liquor in religious ceremonies 
other than Christian is quite common). 

(3) To set September 1 as Prohibition 
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Day, making provision for special lec- 
tures on prohibition in all shrines, 
temples, and churches. (4) To make spe- 
cial efforts to proteet minors and chil- 
dren. (5) To strive for the protection of 
the blind, the deaf, and the dumb. (6) To 
expect the complete extermination of 
leprosy. (7) To use shrines, temples, and 
churches for community service. (8) to 
promote closer union and _ co-operation 
among various classes of society. 

For the furthering of this program, 
the section on Social Work addressed 
nine proposals to government authorities 
and appointed a commission to present 
them under the guidance of the Three 
Religions Association. These proposals 
include the establishment of a national 
hospital for the prevention and care of 
leprosy in order to eradicate the disease 
entirely, an increase in the number of 
juvenile courts, the abolition of houses 
of ill-fame and the prohibition of the 
traffic in women, and the establishment 
of a Children’s Bureau and a Depart- 
ment of Social Affairs. 


The Religious Education section re 
commended among other things: a re- 
interpretation by the Department of Ed- 
ucation of the Government of one of its 
regulations so as to make it clear that 
it is not antagonistic to religion, an in- 
crease of religious subjects in the public 
school textbooks, the including of re- 
ligious men among those who compile 
the state textbooks, and the _ establish- 
ment of a committee of inquiry into re- 
ligious subjects by the Department cf 
Education. A fuller account of the 
conference may be found in the maga- 
zine mentioned above. 

W. Q. McKnight and the writer were 
members of a group of some twenty co- 
operating in newspaper and _ corres- 
pondence evangelism. which met during 
May for a_ three-day conference on 
methods. Plans framed at that time 
could not be carried out by our Mission 
after receiving word that our appropria- 
tion had been reduced. This was the 
first conference of such workers since 
the organization of the Newspaper and 
Correspondence Evangelism Association 
some two years ago, and was a great 
stimulus to all eo-operating. 


The annual meeting of the Federation 
of Christian Missions was largely given 
over to a discussion of the topics con- 
sidered at the Jerusalem Conference, 
especially Rural Evangelism and_ the 
place of the missionary with reference 
to the Japan field. With the eyes of all 
Christian workers increasingly turning 
to rural work as the great task just 
ahead, we of the Christian Church in 
Japan are challenged to better staff and 
work our field, which is largely rural. 
Some very attractive needy rural situa- 
tions might well be developed by us as 
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demonstration or experimental centers. 
There is ample room for the highest 
type of vision, faith, and zeal at our 
command and need for a special budget 
to make the attempt. After three years 
of service as treasurer and member of 
the executive committee of this federa- 
tion, the writer declined re-election as his 
furlough is due within the year. 

Membership on the executive com- 
mittee of the National Christian Coun- 
cil, and on its committee on social 
Work and other special committees, 
while requiring more time than antici- 
pated has been of great value to me 
personally. It has brought me_ into 
touch with a number of strong men, 
both Japanese and missionary, of other 
churches; and it has given me an in- 
sight into a number of problems and 
relationships not obtainable in any other 
way. Attendance at these numerous 
committee meetings has been greatly 
facilitated by the faithful Ford; but 
here again reduction is the order, for 
gasoline bills can not be met. 

The Oji Social Settlement—of which 
we have been conducting the day nursery 
since the earthquake of 1923, the time of 
its establishment—asked to be allowed 
from last April to conduct the nurs- 
ery as a real part of the Settlement. We 
were informed that help would be given 
us were we able to provide a substan- 
tial part of the sum required for equip- 
ping a similar work in another needy 
part of the factory district of Oji. The 
remnant of the earthquake relief fund 
had been contributed to this work, and 
held in reserve for equipment purposes; 
but last year when the appropriation 
was reduced, it became necessary to 
provide the maintenance fund from that 
remnant to release for evangelistic work 
the social welfare budget. This year the 
same procedure had to be repeated, so 
that for these two years the annual ap- 
propriation has not provided a cent for 
this work. Therefore all hope of being 
able to equip or maintain any Christian 
social work in Oji other than _ the 
church kindergarten has gone glimmer- 
ing. The remnant of the earthquake re 
lief fund which had been kept for equip- 
ment is now being used in enlarging the 
church kindergarten to enable it to in- 
crease its enrollment so as to become 
entirely self-supporting if favorable con- 
ditions continue. Even a_ considerable 
part of the lumber donated for the 
nursery work by the government bureau 
is being used in this enlargement. 

Both the Oji and the Shibuya kinder- 
gartens are expected to be self-support- 
ing throughout this year. Conditions at 
Meguro make such a situation impossible 
u..til more favorable accommodations 
are available. A number of sites have 
been inspected for the church at this 
place. The difficulty in the situation is 
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to acquire any housing facilities, as 
conditions have seriously changed since 
the church members agreed to provide 
a temporary building when funds for 
the lot were provided. However, the 
present pastor and members are earnest- 
ly working and have quite a sum on 
hand, which they hope to increase suf- 
ficiently to combine with that provided 
by the Woman’s Board to provide both 
site and temporary building. A second 
difficulty is that most of the lots in this 
suburb are much larger than our funds 
will purchase and division is not always 
easy. We are hoping for an early solu- 
tion to these matters, and the purchase 
of a suitable site. The Mission aid to 
this church is being entirely used in in- 
creased activities and in enlarging the 
building fund, the pastor accepting only 
such support as the church is able to 
provide from its own membership, sup- 
plemented by some earnings of himself 
and wife. 

The Shibuya Church has had _ the 
largest regular attendance in its history 
throughout the past year. It has made 
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Merry Christmas! 


Your own Christmas will be 
much happier if you share 
with your church or Sunday- 
school in the denominational 
Christmas Offering which is 
to be used to help carry the 


Christ of Christmas to the 
world. 
Kivery department of the 


church is sharing in this of- 
fering. By it we can send the 
“Merry Christ- 
mas” to all and be the better 
for it. 


message of 


Send your offering to Dr. W. 
H. Denison, C. P. A. Bldg., 
Dayton, Ohio, who will 
that it is properly distributed. 
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its first increase in pastoral support in 
a number of years. The attendance at 
Oji is also growing, especially in num- 
bers of young people. The Azabu Church 
continues its good work. The pastor 
excellent use of Rev. L. C. 
Fletcher, both in preaching and in Bible 
class work. While this church continues 


has made 


to finance itself, it is not without 
struggle. The pastor continues his aid 
for consumptives, but the Mission has 


been forced to withdraw its small sup- 
port for this year. 

The oversight of our theological stu- 
dents was an easy part of the duties of 
the writer for a large part of the year. 
Mr. K. Ando who assisted in newspaper 
evangelism before entering the theolog- 
ical school, graduated and went into 
service in the Northern field in April. 
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Messrs. Hayakawa, K. Abe and S. Ish- 
igaki continue in school. Three forme: 
graduates. Messrs. U. Tanaka, S. Hir- 
aga, and Kedzuka were ordained by the 
church at its annual conference in April. 
Rev. S. Hiraga has established a kinder- 
garten at Moka within the past few 
months. There had been one at this 
church a number of years ago but it had 
been discontinued. 


The Bible class at our home changed 
almost completely in personnel at the 
end of the school year in March. The 
former members came largely from a 
normal school and the graduates are now 
teaching in Middle Schools or serving 
their terms in the army. Frequent let- 
ters are received from them. The new 
class has increased numbers. Rauschetr:- 
busch’s “Secial Teachings of Jesus’ is 
the text now in use. 


Mrs. Garman maintained her cooking 
class at Oji throughout the year. She 
devoted much more thought and energy 
to the Social Settlement work of the W. 
C. T. U., which moved within the year 
to a more needy slum. She continues as 
chairman of the building committee. A 
temporary barracks has been builded and 
houses the work until a permanent 
building can be erected. She secured the 
co-operation of St. Luke’s Hospital in 
conducting dispensary work in connection 
with the Settlement. 


Our work in the foreign community 
enterprises has continued as_ treasurer 
and member of the board of trustees of 
the American School in Japan and as 
member of the official board and of the 
building committee of the Tokyo Union 
Church. Mrs. Garman has continued to 
serve on the Girls’ Scout Council and 


on the council of the School’s Parent- 
Teacher Association. The School con- 
tinues its campaign to complete pay- 


ment for its building and equipment and 
to increase its endowment. A pledge of 
$35,000 is contingent on the completion 
of the campaign in cash or _ reliable 
pledges within the current year. A 
number of mission boards have made de- 
finite pledges to this, some of them 
making payment in annual installments. 
The Union Church has purchased a site, 
and plans have been drawn preparatory 
to beginning construction in the early 
fall. This project has been under way 
for about ten years but at last seems 
nearing completion. 

Mrs. Garman was ill during the 
greater part of June but greatly gained 
in strength while at the seaside during 
July and August. The other members 
of the family have maintained good 
health throughout the year. 

The effect of the large mid-year re 
duction in appropriation, and the reac- 
tions here toward the proposed merger 
of the Christian and Congregational 









































































churches, have been or are being report- 
ed elsewhere and need little attention 
here. One result of the reduction is that 
the pastors perceive the need for more 
persistent efforts toward self-support. 
The merger proposal seems to meet 
with favorable reactions on all sides 
here. 
C. P. GARMAN. 
12 Hachiyama. Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan. 


Miss Stacy 


HIS year’s work has been mostly 

just keeping on through ups and 

downs, encouragements and dis- 
couragements, difficult problems and sat- 
isfactory compensation. Little in the 
way of new work has been attempted, 
and since the novelty of my presence in 
the town has worn off, the size of most 
of my classes has decreased. But since 
at the same time the attendance at 
church and the real interest in Christ- 
ianity has increased, I do not consider 
that a discouraging symptom. 


Regular readers of the lending library 
have dwindled to about twenty, since I 
have made no special effort lately to in- 
crease it, and many who were reading 
have moved away or graduated and en- 
tered a busier life. But those who re- 
main are reading to gain real knowledge 
of Christian teaching, and really study- 
ing the books they borrow. 

Pupils of my private English and 
Bible classes have numbered about twen- 
ty-five since last May, and from 
that group two have received baptism 
this year, and two more have decided to 
serve Christ but are forbidden baptism 
by their parents. Eight ladies in cooking 
class have met once or twice a month 
to cook and eat together, each class 
period including prayer, hymns, and a 
message from the Bible. This class and 
its individual members have been very 
thoughtful and friendly in all the needs 
of a stranger in a strange land. 

In September came the request to 
take a day of English a week at Furu- 
kawa Middle School, and for the sake of 
increased usefulness and service in a 
field where it is appreciated by Chris- 
tians and non-Christians as well I took 
the chance. Though it gives few op- 
portunities for Christian seed-sowing 
yet it increases the circle of friendly ac- 
quaintances. With the continued teach- 
ing at Ishinomaki Middle School it gives 
contact with about 350 boys a week. My 
experience this year has been that 
though I see little of the boys in my 
classes outside the classroom, the older 
boys who are no longer in my classes 
are beginning to attend church and to 
come to my home for hymn classes and 
Bible reading. So far this has not de- 
veloped into regular work, but gives 
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many casual contacts both at church and 
at home. 


It seemed wise in October to move 
from the house where I spent my first 
year in Ishinomaki, and though it is 
rather far out, I moved near the Middle 
School. But with so much of my work 
centering in my home rather than in the 
church I have felt that opportunities for 
usefulness would be more if I were 
nearer the center of town again, rather 
than on the hill where personally I pre- 
fer to be. 


The Women’s Meeting once a month 
at Ishinomaki and once a month at 
Wakuya including a cooking class at the 
latter place influences another group 
of about twelve here and six to twelve 
at Wakuya. Observance of the World 
Women’s Day of Prayer together with 
the Women’s Society of the Nihon 
Kirisuto Church brought together a 
group of twenty-five, about half from 
each church. The most hopeful event in 
this Women’s Meeting was the revival of 
one woman who was baptized years ago 
but had gone away from Christian faith; 
but through the help of Pastor Irokawa 
and his wife, and Miss Takanashi’s 
friendship she was led back to the place 
where she could lead in earnest prayer in 
this meeting. 

The girls of the little Y. W. group have 
met once or twice a month all the year, 
one day for handwork and the other 
for devotional services. During the year 
they made cushions for the benches at 
church, helped very greatly at Christ- 
mas, both in decorating and in the 
pageant, and have constituted the larger 
part of Sunday morning audiences at the 
church. Two from this group have been 
baptized during the year, and others 
will be soon, we hope. 


At Christmas after the children’s 
celebration was over we chose a night 
for a celebration to bring the church 
people and the different groups, I’ve been 
teaching, together. About fifty attended, 
more than half of whom had never been 
in a church to a service before. The first 
hour was spent in singing hymns and 
carols, with a Christmas message from 
our pastor after the Bible story of 
Christ’s birth was read. The second hour 
was spent in games and contests for all 
present, and they ranged in age from 
fourteen to sixty, boys and girls, young 
men and women, and grandfathers and 


grandmothers; but all seemed to let 
the spirit of Christmas rule in their 
hearts. Refreshments and gifts of 


scripture cards, Christmas books, and 
mottoes ended the evening long before 
anyone present wanted to go home. 
The church under Pastor Irokawa’s 
wise and spiritual leadership is  con- 
stantly gaining in influence and helpful- 
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ness in the community. Street preaching 
and temperance talks reach a far larger 
circle than we realize, and the church 
constituency is growing from both these 
sources. A group of apprentice boys 
from neighboring shops are quite faith- 
ful in attendance at all evening services, 
and lately seven nurses from the Red 
Cross Hospital are attending morning 
services. 


Part of the year Miss Takanashi and 
I went weekly to Iinogawa to hold Sun- 
day-school, but during the winter Miss 
Ko Endo resumed charge of it, and 
since her graduation in March it is left 
to Mr. Irokawa’s monthly visits. 


Aside from a few trips to other 
churches on special occasions the only 
important work of the year has been the 
preparation for and opening of a new 
kindergarten at Wakuya church. It 
seems to fill a long-felt want in that 
town, from the enthusiastic reception 
with which it has met among the people. 
Registration on the opening day exceed- 
ed the limit we had expected to fix as 
the maximum we could care for, and so 
far as one month’s experience can show, 
it will be a success and a real help in the 
town life. Mrs. Abe of Ishinomaki 
church is the kindergartner, with Pastor 
Irokawa’s daughter as her assistant in 
music and teacher of the smaller class. 
Wakuya church has shown increased 
activity for the past year, with a marked 
increase in attendance, and this new 
feature will still further increase its 
usefulness and drawing power. 


Nearly a year ago about eighty cards 
of Newspaper Evangelism enquirers 
were sent me from Sendai. During the 
spring and summer an attempt was 
made to get in touch with each one of 
these people, but several could not be 
found. About ten of them are now 
known to us, and many others we have 
traced, but some are so far away in 
remote seaside villages that we have not 
yet found a chance to visit them. Only 
this month one young man from that 
number decided definitely to become a 
Christian, and came to my home for in- 
struction in Christian truth, and for 
prayer together. The “Christian News” 
is being sent monthly to this number, as 
well as being distributed among our 
library readers and other enquirers here. 


Writing on an average forty letters a 
month, making on an average thirty 
calls a month, and entertaining about 
twenty-five guests in my home most 
months keeps the spare time fairly full 
for my helper and myself, and our op- 
portunities for service are more than we 
can take. But looking for help and wis- 
dom to choose aright the calls we will 
answer and the work that is most im- 
portant for the Kingdom, we are plan- 
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ning to “keep on keeping on,” as long 
as it is the Master’s will to use us here. 
MARTHA R. STACY. 

(Note: Since this report was sent, 
Miss Stacy has been transferred to 
Utsunomiya where she is entering in- 
to many worthwhile activities this win- 
ter. W. P. M.) 


The McKnights 


DURING the past year we have con- 

tinued to try to become more useful 
to the work of the Japanese brethren 
with whom we have been associated. 
Among many of these Japanese friends 
are: Mr. Kitano, pastor of the Sendai 
Christian Church; Mr. Tsukada, man- 
ager of the Sendai Newspaper Evangel- 
ism office; and the pastors of the 
churches of our denomination in the 
Sendai field, Mr. Irokawa, Mr. Sakurai, 
Mr. Naruse, Mr. Kezuka, and Mr. Tan- 
aka. 

So far as possible I have made their 
problems my problems, and have offered 
such spiritual support and practical sug- 
gestions as occasion and qualification 
warranted. They have consulted me and 
I have consulted them. I have benefited 
by their advice; they keep me out of 
mischief. So long as I am in this cordial 
relationship of mutual exchange of ad- 
vice and fellowship, I am happy. No 
question arises as to whose work this 
or that is. It is the work of the King- 
dom—it is our work, not their work nor 
my work. This is the ideal for which I 
strive, and approaching it is my de 
light. 

To do this, language, racial, and other 
barriers peculiar to individuals must be 
overcome. I continued language study 
about twenty hours per month, reading 
history, novels, newspaper editorials, 
religious discussions, and other material 
that the times bring to me. With this 
material as a basis for understanding 
Japanese life, I have from time to time 
prepared messages. Among others were 
two messages on selecting an occupation 


which apparently interested the young 
people before whom I spoke. 
The summer months of 1927 were 


spent in general oversight of the build- 
ing of two new rooms on the Sendai 
Mission Home. With the family at 
Takayama Beach I could commute be- 
tween the Beach and Sendai two or three 
times per week. 

Mrs. McKnight does not write a re- 
port, but she has been more active in 
the work at Sendai than ever before. In 
the spring of 1927 her sewing classes 
were well attended and during fall and 
winter her cooking class grew to twelve 
in number of attendance. The Ladies’ 
Aid society of the church has also in- 
creased, and no doubt much of this in- 
crease has been due to the calls made 
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at the homes of prospective members by 
Mrs. Kitano (the pastor’s wife) and 
Mrs. McKnight. They attempt to make 
calls one afternoon each week. 


Mrs. McKnight has been organist of 
the church during the year and has 
played for funerals, weddings, and 
other services. She has also helped the 
young men and women of the church 
with music. On Tuesday evenings she 
played in the home for Miss Crew’s 
Bible class. Often she played for spe- 
cial group meetings in the home. 


The children have grown and our health 
has continued good. Sufficient strength 
has been given us for our tasks. In 
the home, the mother’s task of tending 
the baby has changed to that of teach- 
ing the little school. It is difficult to 
say which task is more exacting on the 
health and patience of the mother. 


More and more we come to understand 
the importance of the work of the Jap- 
anese church, and to identify ourselves 
with that work is our effort. But should 
it be necessary, because of economic dif- 
ficulties in supporting the work of the 
Japanese Church and ‘the missionaries 
both, we would gladly turn to another 
occupation that the cause for which we 
came to Japan might continue. Never- 
theless, there is need for the missionary; 
and as long as possible it is our desire to 
continue. Much of the romance of the 
missionary life is past; but the great 
task of overcoming racial difficulties 
and of interpreting the West to the 
East and the East to the West; the 
progress of international understanding 
interpreted from the point of view of 
Christ—all this effort is yet on. There 
is also a great field for pure evangel- 
ism. The missionary continues to do as 
much of this as the time he can snatch 
away from routine duties and opportun- 
ity offers. This work brings to him a 
joy of the spirit, a new romance, not 
to be gainsaid by the pleasures of the 
world nor the heroic glamour of ,early 
missionary life. 

Wo. Q. McKNIGHT. 

Sendai, May 16. 


Miss Crew 
INCE I wrote my last yearly report 
S seventeen months ago a great many 
changes have taken place, some of 
them expected changes, but many  un- 
expected. 

It was during the Annual Mission 
meeting that I was elected a member of 
the Co-operative Board so that I might 
learn more about the administering of 
our affairs in Japan. The following July 
I met with the other members of that 
Board to try to find a way to make the 
cut in our budget which the Board had 
been forced to ask us to make. I’m afraid 
I wasn’t of much assistance in solving 
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our problems at that time, but I do know 
that I felt a greater responsibility in the 
work, and consequently, a deep disap- 
pointment. 

Last summer I spent my vacation at 
Takayama, living with the McKnights. 
We were quite close to our work in Sen- 
dai, making frequent trips, and receiving 
many of our Sendai Christians at Taka- 
yama. During my stay with the 
McKnights at Takayama I discovered 
what unlimited patience they had, and 
gladly accepted their kind invitation to 
live with them throughout the year. 
I moved my belongings into the Karahori 
Cho house the first of October, and be- 
came a member of the McKnight house- 
hold with all privileges and but few 
responsibilities. 

As soon as I became settled I contin- 
ued my English Bible classes at the 
Karahori house. All year I was greatly 
assisted by Mr. and Mrs. McKnight. 
They took my class at the close of the 
hour of Bible study and turned it into 
a chorus for our church. 

The work with our “Y. W. C. A.” 
has not been very successful. We have 
continued our meetings, but they were 
not well attended, and the girls have 
shown very little interest in the work. 

In September I began teaching Eng- 
lish Conversation in the New Girl’s 
Government College in Sendai. This 
work has been more than a pleasure to 
me, for the girls seemed eager for friend- 
ship, and it wasn’t long until many 
were regular attendants at my Bible 
classes and at the church. 

Last April I began teaching in a new 
private school for girls of High School 
age, but taught there for such a short 
time that I had no opportunity to start 
any sort of religious work among the 
girls. 

During the past year I have worked 
with the women in two of our country 
churches, holding cooking and sewing 
classes, and talking at their regular 
meetings on subjects relating to Christi- 
anity. Although this work is very diffi- 
cult it is very interesting. 

I have continued my study of the Jap- 
anese language, and in February I took 
my final examinations, securing my di- 
ploma after I had returned to America. I 
have completed the course which our 
Mission requires, but feel that I know 
very little of the language. 

Since last December I have shared a 
full time helper and teacher with Mr. 
McKnight. We were fortunate in being 
able to secure as a helper a girl who is 
very efficient and of a very high charac- 
ter. 

It was on the 27th day of April I re- 
ceived a cable from Dr. Minton, telling 
me of the serious illness of my brother, 

















and giving me permission to return a 
few weeks ahead of schedule time. I 
took the first boat I could get, reaching 
my home May 20th. 


For a few weeks after my return my 
brother showed decided improvement, 
and I was permitted to do quite a little 


speaking in our churches, chiefly in 
Miami Ohio Conference, although I 
made one trip to Indiana. I also had 


the privilege of attending the Defiance 
Summer school for young people. It 
was a great joy to me to meet such 
splendid young people, and since I have 
known some of our leaders among the 
young people, I am not much discour- 
aged over the future of our Mission 
work. I believe that these young peo- 
ple all over our denomination are going 
to do their part to arouse an interest in 
Missions and help lift the financial bur- 
den of our Mission board. 


For the past few weeks I have been 
constantly with my brother who is fail- 
ing very rapidly. Knowing that’ he 
could not be with us much longer, I post- 
poned my going to Boston University 
where I intended taking a course in 
Religious Education to better fit my- 
self for my work in Japan. I do not 
know what God’s plans may be for me, 
but if he is willing I shall gladly return 
to my work among the Japanese people. 


ANGIE CREW. 
West Milton, Ohio. 


Note: Miss Crew’s brother passed 
away while she was in Dayton, Tuesday 
morning, October 16, attending the 
Board meeting. The deepest sympathy 
of our entire brotherhood is extended 
her and her family. W. P. M. 


The Barretts 


E had the pleasure of greeting you in 

person last year at your annual meet- 
ing and we are glad to greet you at this 
time from Porto Rico. Our furlough in 
the States gave us a good opportunity to 
renew our energies and to get a better 
grip on life in general. Our surround- 
ings at Elon, where we made our home, 
were excellent and the pleasure of meet- 
ing old friends and the student body will 
never be forgotten. 

While on this vacation we had the best 
opportunity of getting acquainted with 
people in North Carolina and Virginia 
that we have had since coming to Porto 
Rico. Our time was spent largely in vis- 
iting and speaking to the churches re- 
garding missions. 

We had the pleasure of visiting four 
annual conferences. Each of these con- 
ferences gave special interest and an al- 
lotted time to the discussion of missions. 
The visited churches and schools of mis- 
sions in the Valley of Virginia were a 
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Our Porto Rico mis- 
sion car ready for 
service. See the pack- 
ages of elothing. 
Through the co-op- 
eration of many mis- 
sionary societies, our 
missionaries are 
helping to reclothe 
hundreds who lost 
their all in the storm. 
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real inspiration. We also visited indi- 
vidual churches in Eastern Virginia and 
Central North Carolina. It was our 
privilege to speak to fifty-six different 
religious bodies during our vacation. The 
last, but not least of our privileges while 
in the States, was to visit the Southern 
Christian Convention. It was the first 
time we had ever been able to visit it 
and observe the working of this body. I 
count it a great opportunity to have been 
present and to have heard reports and 
discussions of the brethren, but the great- 
est yet was to have seen the spirit of the 
entire convention when the report on 
Christian Union was presented and 
adopted without a dissenting voice. 

We arrived in Ponce on our return 
trip on the sixteenth of July. Brother B. 
W. Morton had been in charge of the 
mission during our absence and had left 
the Island on the twenty-fourth of May. 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton are good friends 
to Porto Rico and they will not be for- 
gotten by the friends they left behind. 


Miss Victoria Adams was our only 
missionary to greet us on our arrival. 
She was feeling her responsibilities and 
we are sure she was glad to feel that 
there were other shoulders to help in 
burden-bearing by our arrival. I think 
Miss Adams has become acclimated and, 
like all the missionaries, loves Porto 
Rico and her work. She finds an excel- 
lent opportunity for service and is car- 
rying on her work with enthusiasm. Our 
young people find in her a real helpful 
friend, and we expect good results from 
her consecrated efforts. Since Mrs. Bar- 
rett has had to give up her work almost 
entirely on account of not being able to 
use her voice, Miss Adams has come in to 
fill an indispensable place among our 
young people in Ponce, where she hopes 
to remain. 

We have found all of our native work- 
ers in their respective fields as we left 
them, and, so far as we have been able 
to judge, the work is going nicely, ex- 
cept possibly some uncertainty yet with 
regards to our pastor in Ponce. We be- 


lieve that with this one exception all 
workers are in complete harmony and 
mutual co-operation. 

Since our arrival at Ponce our time has 
been given entirely to the work in a 
general way, visiting the pastors in their 
homes, speaking to their congregations, 
conferences with the workers, and the 
preparation of the Annual Conference, 
which took place in Ponce September 7, 
8, and 9. The conference was an inspir- 
ation to us all and the outlook for the 
present year was promising. 

However on the thirteenth of Septem- 
ber our Island was swept from east to 
west and from south to north by the cy- 
clone, “San Felipe”. For eight hours 
the wind blew at the rate of from 130 
to 160 miles an hour from the east to 
north. After one hour’s calm, the wind 
changed from its former direction to 
southeast when it blew for eight hours 
almost as hard as it had done before, 
carrying the loss of life and property to 
every part of the Island. Ponce and San 
Juan probably suffered less than any oth- 
er parts of the Island, but it is hard to 
calculate the real situation at this time. 

The outlook for self-support among 
our churches this year is not bright, but 
so far every church is undertaking to 
carry the same responsibility as it did 
last year. 

Five of our buildings are seriously 
damaged:—The chapel at Clausells in 
Ponce; the chapel at Descalabrado, in 
Santa Isabel District; the chapel at 
Arus; and many of the large windows 
in the Santa Isabel Church building en- 
tirely blown out. The Foor Neighbor- 
hood House is badly broken to pieces, all 
the top torn off, and the large balcony 
to the north of the building broken to 
pieces in such a way that a new balcony 
will be necessary. 

The Salinas Church building is dam- 
aged. For days no services were held 
there for fear of its falling. We have a 
contractor working on the cost of repairs, 
after having looked the building over 
carefully. I had expected to give details 
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at this writing, but as yet I am unable 
to do so. 

We feel assured of immediate help 
from the church at home to rebuild and 
repair the broken-down buildings. 

The first cable that came to us in our 
distress was from Mr. Jack Stafford, of 
our Burlington Christian Church, who 
represents the Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety in cabling us the sum of sixty dol- 
lars. Our first letter “by air’ was also 
from Brother Stafford. We surely ap- 
preciate the sympathetic heart of our 
Burlington Christian Endeavorers. The 
second check came from Mrs. W. K. 
Saunders of Zuni, Virginia, advising to 
use the money where it was most needed. 

A large number of letters have come 
from different parts of the United States 
inquiring of the real situation. Then 
came a cable from Dr. Minton in response 
to a letter we had written which reads: 
“Make immediately necessary repairs 
and send detailed estimated cost for re- 
storing all buildings including Salinas 
Church.” 

Our chapel at Clausells, Ponce, has 
been repaired and ready for use, with 
the exception of lights. Our city electric 
light men are all at work for twenty 
days, but the lines are still in the streets 
in some parts of the city. 

The Red Cross of the United States is 
helping a great deal and we believe it 
will be able to assure that no one shall 
go hungry. All fruits, vegetables, and 
coffee plantations are practically wiped 
out through the central part of the Is- 
land. Thousands are homeless in the 
country districts, but the weather is 
warm. Tents and bed clothes are being 
furnished by the thousands and the Is- 
land rejoices that it has been no worse. 

D. P. BARRETT. 

Ponce, Porto Rico. 


Miss Adams’ First Year 


NE year in Porto Rico, and what have 

I accomplished? Certainly not very 
much so that I could write an interest- 
ing report of the work. Most of my time 
has been devoted to the language study, 
also trying to adjust myself to the 
strange conditions. 

I have studied the language with great 
interest; I have associated with people 
and worked with them in order to be able 
to learn and understand, also help them 
to know a rea] Christ and to enjoy his 
beautiful fellowship. I started doing 
personal work very soon after I landed, 
and I have found that it has been the 
best language teachar that I have had. 
Weekly I have been making from ten to 
fifteen home visits and holding an av- 
erage of five prayer services in the indi- 
vidual homes, hospitals, and other char- 
ity institutions. To me the personal 
work is at the basis of any successful 
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Some of Miss Victoria 
Adams’ “Jolly Juniors” 
in Ponce, Porto Rico. 
Our Bible Woman, Dona 
Delfina Zayas, stands in 
the center at the rear, 
and Miss Adams is at 
the extreme right hold- 
ing the umbrella, 
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campaign for the evangelism of the peo- 
ple, young or old. Anyone who has tried 
to do personal work will remember how 
much easier it is to approach people to 
win them in some places than others. 
While I was under the doctor’s care for 
three months I became very interested in 
the young lady who was working in his 
office and enjoyed, also, learning many 
things of interest about Porto Rico. Most 
of our conversations were held in a 
mixed language, also by motions. Soon 
we became very good friends and I had 
a better chance to know more of her 
spiritual life. On Sundays I took her to 
my Bible class. Now she is one of the 
faithful members. 

With the help of the pastor, I was able 
to start a Bible class in English, during 
the Sunday-school hour. I have a mem- 
bership of fifteen, and nearly all of them 
are public school teachers and _ high 
school students. During the school term 
I had an attendance of ten, but during 
the vacation period the attendance has 
dropped to six. Soon I hope to have more 
new members. Beside the class work, 
this class has had a monthly social gath- 
ering held in my home, where songs, 
games, cool refreshments, and jolly fel- 
lowship were enjoyed. The programs of 
this class the past year have helped the 
boys and girls to appreciate real whole- 
some Christian living. The study of the 
lives and works of the prophets has been 
the most interesting to every member. 
This class has also contributed toward 
special offerings about fourteen dollars, 
and we are looking forward to doing 
more in the near future. 

In my personal work, I found that the 
young girls of our church needed much 
attention. So, with the consent of the 
pastor, I organized a girls’ club and 
called it “Siempre Fiel” which means 
“Always Faithful”. The club began its 
work with a membership of fifteen, met 
once a week, and enjoyed various pro- 
grams that are essential to womanhood. 
The following courses have been studied 
this past year: Oliver’s Teacher Train- 
ing, cooking, hygiene, sewing, three books 


of the New Testament, and home manag- 
ing. Also weekly I have taken one or 
two members with me on my visiting 
tours, in order to teach them how to 
make calls and hold prayer services in 
the homes. Different methods have been 
used to earn money for our funds, also 
to help the church as much as possible. 
On the seventh of July this group pre- 
sented the church with a beautiful rug 
for our pulpit, also gave four dollars to 
clean and oil the floors of the church. A 
monthly social has been enjoyed which 
has helped them to appreciate wholesome, 
jolly, Christian friendship. I am happy 
to say that two members have been added 
to our group. 

During the past year I have tried to 
help our young people’s_ societies with 
their weekly programs and monthly so- 
cials. For the translation part of my 
language study, with the help of my lan 
guage teacher, I translated in Spanish 
the constitution of the Christian Endeav- 
or. It was read and accepted not only 
in our Ponce society, but also in Salinas 
and Santa Isabel. My main purpose is 
to try to link and create interest between 
our churches, also to help them to learn 
to work systematically. Of course, as I 
have not started my definite work yet, I 
have not been able to do everything that 
I had planned before I came to the field. 
I am hoping that soon I will be placed in 
my definite field of work, so that I can 
try, with the help of my Master, to ac- 
complish my purpose, 

After Christmas, I took the responsi- 
bility of our Junior Endeavor society. 
Every Saturday afternoon I worked with 
a group of twenty-five jolly Juniors, Af- 
ter our interesting Endeavor program, 
led by the little folk we enjoyed one hour 
of hand and Bible memory work. They 
certainly have been made happy by the 
magazine pictures which have been sent 
them by different members of our 
churches. Surely the little folk are 
grateful to every one of you for your 
kind help and interest shown to us. For 
a while, I worked with a group of six- 
year-old children and taught them many 





